


•lew U.N- team starts inspection in Iraq 


^E^twaGHPAD (R) — Two teams of United Nations weapons inspectors- 
<" Saturday and the chemical experts carried out their 

tot infection. We stopped on our way in from the airport to inspect a 
_ pje to make t“ best possible use of the time.- said Swedish chemicals 

_T~7: — \ Johan Sanresson. He declined to give details. He told reporters on 

PO arrival « ha Baghdad hotel the team would inspect a number of sites and 

c, Ugw | 'raise several questions in about what he called Iraq’s "so-called full, final 
4i “* / « god complete declaration of its biological and chemical weapons. ’There 

HO* - l. are a puniber of points in the declaration which are undear and where we 
' 3 *l8r\pu peed w seek dan fka irons," he said. Some of the U.N. visits, made under 
> H P}«3ulf war ceasefire terms, have been marked by confrontation. A 

1 -R; three-week standoff outside the Agriculture Ministry in July raised the 

Ti - 1 : - . ^.pcssibiBty of a U.S. air strike to force the Iraqis to let inspectors in. U.N. 
- ' . :;--r ^.CofBpais say the situation is now greatly improved. “I hope that the 
c.\~ I;.’ 4 * atmosphere will be as pleasant as the weather,** Mr. Saruesson said. 
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Ghali urges halt to African arms flow 

ATLANTA (R) — U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali Saturday 
called for a halt to the flow of arms to Africa, blaming it for the civil strife 
in starving Somalia. “The outside world must act. urgently, to curtail the 
flow of arms to Africa.'* he told a conference on global development at. 
ex-President Jimmy Carter’s policy centre here. “Steps towards develop- 
ment win go no we be re in the long run so long as the continent is filled with 
weapons — arms that at any time can be used to tear down what has just 
been built up.** The world body's chief officer made no direct reference to 
the imminent U.S.-led troop deployment in Somalia (see story bdowj The 
Egyptian-born diplomat noted that “there is a greater availability of arms 
than of food in Somalia. These arms were not manufactured in Somalia — 
they have no factories for arms. These arms were even bought by Somalia 
— they were given by the outside world, to serve outside interests.** 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1J50 riyals; UAE H-50 dir hams 


= ^ cSmce plans missile 
:,* multiple 

?v ^ i V' fhead 

v * M * : !, ■. -- 

*•■ • - - v;- -US (R) — The newspaper Le 
,p T - - _i. : Hde reported Saturday that 
^ ‘ce woiild develop a seaborne 
■ «2 * rc*j+ v : ci; 3e with multiple nuclear war- 
fa and a range of more than 

*■■■' a 2l0/)| ) kflometies. The influential 
i said the missile project, 
M. 5-S.5, would cost 38.5 
_"L, ’’ ' francs ($7.26 billion) and 

~\ 'l ; p submarines and, possibly, 

S -based batteries of France’s 
1 • f ^pendent nuclear strike force, 

r r : :! * ^ Force de Frappe,” from the 
2005- The defence ministry 
-■ ■*: ; -7 no immediate comment, 
« the state-owned firm 

- ~ /jspatiale, which Le Monde 

- "'-.‘.'.would produce the missile. 

. - rHd nefrher confirm nor deny 
: --. . report.- France’s nuclear 
. , e force currently includes 
.. ■ urines, land-based missiles 
... V aircraft. The new missile will 
. about a dozen warheads, Le 
>. " Rde wrote. 

port: Iran is 

furr<er, ora; ^loping atom bomb 

L :slra ‘>-iNKFURT (AP) — Gentian 
ligence officials are con- 
\ "sd that Iran is developing 
..' ear weapons, a German 
ipaper reported Saturday. 
Welt am Sonntag, in an 

* nee text of a report appear- 

■ '-'lunday, said Iran was aggres- 
" : y working on developing its 

' nuclear warheads. “The 

- -' leave no doubt that Iran 
_' ts to produce nuclear 

• - ions/’ the newspaper quoted 

hfidential intelligence report 
" : ying. ft said Iran was acquir- 

- • : qtipment and building struc- 

• - - ■ { designed for development 

' -uefear weapons. China and 

• “aan rare helping Iran’s nuc- 

- ^ffigrajhrae, as well as Euro- 
'* countries, Welt am Sonntag 

' [hfostfif the nuclear research 
ingon in the Eastern centre, 
-ffsr'.Mtff the help of China, the 

.-..■u- >*■ •* rtsaid. 

. Idheim deplores 
^zisrn in interview 

_ AVIV (R) — Former Au- 

■ l President Kurt Waldheim, 
saw his country’s relations 

- Israel plunge to a new low 
^5 his term of office, de- 

- - ' ‘^d Nazism and neo-Nazism 

(day in an Israeli army radio 

• ■' view. “As a matter of prind- 
' I deeply regret all those 
-'ilies," Dr. Waldheim said in 

tpbtme interview when asked 
. ' t neo-Nazi extremism that 
. resulted in nearly 2,000 
.... ks on foreigners this year in 
• ' nany. “One has to do every - 
' possible and all govern- 
'.•■ts concerned have to take 
;'-y necessary measure in order 
■ : ivoid violence, hostilities 
. . - nst minorities he said. 

- al in Egypt 

. RO (AP) — Turkish Presi- 

■ Turrit Ozal arrived in Cairo 
rday for a three-day official 
to be followed by a private 

i „ ^“Seeing tour of pharaonic 
r * ^ ; j.Tuhies in southern EgypL A 
.ish Foreign Ministry official 
, . , „ in Ankara that Mr. OzaJ's 

*' :lJ 1 ‘ • with Egyptian President 

■ ; : ai Mubarak would include 
. ' sral issues, the Middle East 

.•< process and other regional 

- era. Mohammad AT EHwan- 
’ .. Egypt’s ambassador to Tur- 

' told reporters in Cairo that 
fighting in Bosnia- 
' regovina would top regional 

.’ ne to remarry 

; -fDON (R) — Oueen Eli- 
daughter Princess Anne, 
divorced her husband Cap- 
; ‘ Mark Phillips in April, is to 

■ Tarried to Commander Tim 
... ,rence; * Buckingham Palace 

. . • • Satmday. . Prince Anne, 42 

- ,*me friendly with 37-year-old 
... rence after be was appointed 

.. . ' ■yal equerry — attei^int — to 

• q»»en in 1986. But their 
. . 7 - beuship had to be conducted 

( utmost discretion until the 
. - divorce from Captain 
' ■•"i^ps to avoid any chajges of 
‘ ^ infidelity from Britain’s 

■ ^dal - hungry tabloid press. 
■'CR .Anne and Commander 
^fnoe are thought to have 

for »ye^ years but 
..ylqan appearing together in 
•oc earlier this year after thef 

- icess began divorce proceed- 
' 5 to pm a formal end to her 
-. marriage. . 


Team leaves for bilaterals, 
says progress depends on 

Israeli reply to proposals 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian de- 
legates left Saturday for the 
eighth round of Middle East 
peace talks in Washington and 
said progress depended on Israel. 

“We look at the next round of 
talks with hope,” chief negotiator 
Abdul Salam Al Majali told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, be- 
fore leaving for Washington for 
the talks set to open Monday. 

“But matters depend on the 
Israeli side in coming and 
agreeing to what the Jordanian 
delegation has presented them 
and in having die talks go on 
normally and regularly on the 
other tracks,” be said. 

The outcome of the negotia- 
tions depends on the delibera- 
tions and give-and-take process. 
Dr. Majali said. He said progress 
could be achieved along one track 
faster than the other and there “is 
a chance that progress on certain 
topics could be achieved faster 
than in others and but the final 
results can only counted at the 
end of the negotiations.” 

“We are always coordinating 
matters with the other Arab par- 
ties to ensure that matters are 
going ahead on in a satisfactory 
and acceptable manner/’ Dr. 
Majali said. 

Dr. Majali said each person has* 
his own views in assessing the 
progress or the achievements and 
the coming round is unpredict- 
able as everything depends on 
circumstances and many factors. 

Dr. Majali's departure came on 
the day Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber returned from Beirut 
where he attended a meeting of 
the Arab foreign ministers in- 
volved in the peace process. 

In a statement upon returning 
here. Dr. Aba Jaber said tbe 
meeting reaffirmed the Arab par- 
ties’ participation in the eighth 
round of talks. 

The Arab parties have coordin- 
ated their positions with regard to 
the coming talks and discussed “a 
common picture of the whole 
process,” he told Petra. 

Asked whether the presidential 
transition would have any effect 


Iran spent 
$200m on 
‘terrorism’ 
— report 

CAIRO (AP) — Iran spent $200 
million on supporting Muslim ex- 
tremists in Egypt, Sudan and 
Algeria in 1992, a weekly maga- 
zine said Saturday. 

T1 k Egyptian government-owned Octo- 
ber magazine also quoted security i 
reports as saying that Iran was 
collecting donations to aid Arab 
Muslim extremist groups, which 
it calls “Arab liberation cells.” 1 

Strained relations between i 
Egypt and Iran have worsened 
sharply in recent weeks. The 
Cairo government accuses Iran of 
providing Egyptian extremists 
with military training facilities in 
neighbouring Sudan and giving 
them money. Egypt also has 
charged Iran with trying to 
dominate weak Arab states in the 
Gulf. President Hosni Mubarak 
said last month Egypt would de- 
fend these states if necessary. 

Iran’s spiritual leader Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei called Mr. 
Mubarak a “wretched, disgraced 
leader.” Mr. Mubarak responded 
by denouncing Ayatollah 
Khamenei for his “lowly and 
obscene” language. 

“Security reports say that Iran 
supports terrorist groups in most 
Arab and Islamic countries,” 
October reported. “In 1992, Iran 
spent $200 million to fond terror- 
ism in '■ northern African coun- 
tries, especially in Egypt, Algeria 
and Sudan.” 

The magazine quoted the same 
security reports as saying that 
Iran was collecting donations for 
Arab Muslim extremist groups in 
EgypL Algeria, Sudan, Tunis, 
Lebanon, Libya, Afghanistan 
and some Gulf countries. 

It said that Iran has sent $30 
million to Sudanese religious and 
political leader Hassan Tnrabi, 
who spent tbe money on training 
Arab Muslim “terrorists" in 30 
camps in Sudan. 


on the peace negotiations, he 
noted that President-elect Bill 
Clinton bad stated that he was 
concerned with the continuation 
of the peace process and he might 
appoint a special envoy to follow 
up on this matter. 

In the next coordination meet- 
ing among the Arab parties, to be 
held in Cairo, the foreign minis- 
ters will discuss the outcome of 
the eighth round of negotiations. 

Dr. Abu Jaber was quoted by 
Sawt Al Arab' radio of Cairo as 
saying that Jordan was fully com- 
mitted to a just and comprehen- 
sive settlement to the Middle 
East question. 

He said that Jordan seeks a 
solution that guarantees Israel’s 
foil withdrawal from all the occu- 
pied Arab lands in implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 as well 
as Resolution 425 which calls for 
Israel’s withdrawal from 
Lebanese territories. 

On the bilateral track,' Jordan 
is pressing Israel to revise a draft 
agenda that sets the basis for an 
eventual peace pact as part of an 
overall Middle East settlement. 

Officials have said Jordan, in 
seeking Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied West Bank, wants 
some language changes to ensure 
it does not imply any recognition 
of Israeli rule over Arab East 
Jerusalem or other areas occu- 
pied in the 1967 Middle East war. 

The Palestinian negotiators, 
who are part of a joint delegation 
with Jordan, are scheduled to 
arrive in Jordan en route to 
Washington Sunday. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leaders will meet in 
Tunis Sunday to endorse Palesti- 
nian participation in the next 
round of peace talks with Israel, a 
PLO official said. 

Palestinians have been talking 
for weeks about a boycott or 
delay to show disenchantment 
and wait until President-elect 
Clinton takes office. 

But the issue was settled Friday 
at the meeting in tbe Lebanese 
mountain village of Beit Meri 


among the Arab participants and 
Egypt. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez cold Reuters the 
meeting decided on participation. 
Palestinian negotiator Saeb Ere- 
kat said: “There is one unified 
Arab decision and we wilt abide 
by it.” 

A PLO official in Tunis said 
the result of the Beir Meri meet- 
ing would be confirmed on Sun- 
day. 

“Our orientation is positive on 
the basis this is a final round 
before Clinton's administration,” 
PLO Executive Committee Mem- 
ber Yasser Abed-Rabbo told 
Reuters at Beirut airport Satur- 
day. 

“The meeting (Beir Meri) was 
a success... our stand is positive 
on that round,” said Mr. Abed 
Rabbo. 

In London. Israeli and Palesti- 
nian negotiators, ending multi- 
lateral peace talks Friday, said 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's more conciliatory tone 
has fostered optimism. 

The Israeli negotiator pre- 
dicted a possible peace agree- 
ment within months. 

“I believe that we are on rhe 
verge of peace in the Middle 
East," Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin said at the 
end of the two-day meeting. 

“Provided we do the utmost 
... to compromise, then it fan 
agreement) may be a matter not 
of years, but of months." he said. 

His Palestinian counterpart 
Mohammad Haltaj said at a sepa- 
rate London news conference, 
"there is reason for optimism." 

• “We live in a world where 
obviously great change unex- 
pectedly happens so you can’t 
rule out anything," he- said. 
“There have been some achieve- 
ments, as I said, everybody 
agrees the tone is better." 

The cooperation between 
Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators also gave a U.S. official 
hope that the next full round of 
peace talks would go well. 


Gunmen stop food 
leaving Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Gunmen blocked the first convoy 
carrying relief grain from Moga- 
dishu port in a month on Satur- 
day, the kind of extortion U.S. 
Marines spearheading efforts to 
feed starving Somalis are deter- 
mined to stamp out. 

While the U.S. vanguard 
waited for orders to land from 
ships just over the horizon, it was 
“extortion as usual” in Moga- 
dishu where the port has been 
dosed since clan gunmen shelled 
it in a dispute over the share-out 
of relief spoils on Nov. 7. 

“Well try again tomorrow." 
said Rhodry Wynn- Pope of the 
international relief agency Care, 
which distributes U.N. food, af- 
ter fruitless hours of talks with 
militias responsible for trucking 
grain blocked at . the port for 
several weeks. 

“We’ve seen so many false 
hopes and starts. We want to see 
things start working.” he said. 

Gunmen on the northern side 
of the “green line" dividing rival 
rival clan factions in the dty 
would not let the convoy of 40 
tracks cross because Care refused 
to pay them 20 tonnes of wheat 
up front, Mr. Wynn-Pope said. 

Battered trucks waited in the 
hot sun and militiamen sat about 
chewing the narcotic leaf kat 
while Care staff haggled. 

After 4 p.m., when gunmen 
milling about the streets were 
high on foe drug, it was deemed 
too dangerous to try to move the 
grain and the attempt was aban- 
doned. 

It was the latest example of the 
extortion a U.S.-led multination- 
al force is being assembled to stop 
to get food to a million facing 
death by starvation. 

“They (the militias) will have 
to go. By their stupidity of 
scrounging in this way, they don't 
know what they have lost,” 
Brigadier-General Imtiaz Sha- 
heen, commander of existing 
U-N. military forces in Somalia, 
told Reuters. 


In Washington, senior officials 
said American troops heading for 
Somalia as “peacemakers” may 
begin handing control to U.N. 
teams in early January, k but most 
of the 28, 000-strong U.S. force 
will be there until March or 
beyond. 

Some 1,800 marines remained 
aboard ships offshore from Soma- 
lia. 

President George Bush 
ordered the deployment just 47 
days before he will leave office 
and hand the problem over to 
President-elected Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Clinton, who has endorsed 
Mr. Bush's decision to send U.S. 
troops to Somalia, said Saturday 
such a derision was “just part of 
the job" of being chief executive. 

“We're living in a rime of 
instability. The United States has 
responsibilities ... you can’t shirk 
them," Mr. Clinton told repor- 
ters in little Rock, Arkansas after 
an eight-kilometre morning jog. 

U.S. defence officials say the 
operation, led by tbe 1,800-strong 
marine force, could start early 
next week and many aid agencies 
believe it will be Tuesday. 

A U.N. Security Council re- 
solution Thursday authorised the 
forces to use force if necessary to 
clear obstacles to the delivery of 
relief in Somalia, where 1,000 
people are still dying daily. 

U.S. troops are expected to 
take over the port, airport and 
other key areas of the city when 
they sweep into Mogadishu and 
the gunmen will be moved off the 
streets — by force If it is needed 
— clearing the way for food to 
move. 

Aid workers have for months 
.said it was impossible to get food 
to the needy because of insecurity 
in Somalia, torn by two years of 
civil war since clan rebels ousted 
dictator Mohammad Siad Barre. 

The International Committee 
of die Red Cross (1CRC) said 
Friday it had reinforced security 

(Continued on page 5) 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday receives Li- veyed to him a message from Libyan leader 
byan Foreign Minister Jum’a Farrani, who con- Mnammar Qadhafi (Petra photo) 

Libya supports King’s call for 
a new Arab order and unity 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein re- 
ceived at the Royal Court 
Saturday Libyan Foreign 
Minister Jum’a Farrani, who 
conveyed to him a message 
from Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi. commending 
His Majesty's stands on pan- 
Arab issues. 

Colonel Qadhafi stressed 
in his message the need to 
enhance Arab coordination 
“so as to achieve Arab 
aspirations and face chal- 
lenges faring future Arab 
generations." 

He said his country sup- 


Afghan allies 
fight duels 

KABUL (R) — Two Mujahe- 
deen guerrilla groups allied in 
Afghanistan's interim coalition 
government fought each other 
with artillery and small arms in 
western Kabul Saturday, eyewit- 
nesses said. 

There was no immediate in- 
formation about casualties or the 
cause of tbe fighting between the 
Shoor-a-Nazar followers of De- 
fence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood and Hezb-e-Wahdat 
group of Shi'ite Muslims. 

Bui Mujahedeen sources in 
Peshawar, in neighbouring Pakis- 
tan, said the clashes erupted after 
Hezb-e-Wahdat fighters killed a 
member of Shoora-I-Nazar, 
which is dominated by President 
Burbanuddin Rabbani's Jamiat- 
e-Islami party. 

Shoo ra -e-Nazar and Hezb-e- 
Wahdat are partners in Mr. Rab- 
bani’s interim government. But 
the Hezb differs with official 
plans to convene a council on 
Dec. 12 to elect a new interim 
president. 

Kabul has been largely peace- 
ful since battles in August be- 
tween government forces and the 
Hezb-e-Islam party headed by 
radical Mujahedeen leader Gul- 
buddin Hekmaryar. 

■ In Pakistan, the official APP 
news agency said a plane belong- 
ing to the state-run Ariana 
Afghan airline was hit in a fuel 
tank by an anti-tank shell as it 
was landing at Kabul airport 
Saturday after a flight from 
Peshawar. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin Saturday beat 
off a parliamentary attempt to 
curb his right to choose his own 
government, but by a margin of 
only four votes. 

Official results of a secret vote 
in Russia's supreme legislature, 
the Congress of People’s De- 
puties. showed the crucial first of 
seven proposed constitutional 
amendments received 690 votes 
in favour, four short of the 694 
needed. 

But three other amendments 
opposed by Mr. Yeltsin and giv- 
ing additional authority to parlia- 
ment were all passed. 

Mr. Yeltsin was left with his 
powers to form a cabinet intact. 
Losing them, if the amendment 
had gone through, could have 
jeopardised the radical economic 
reforms of acting Prime Minister 
Yegor Gaidar’s government. 

Hardline opponents in the con- 
gress had pushed for the changes 


ports King Hussein's call for 
the establishment of- new 
Arab order, unified Arab 
states or one Arab Nation. 

In an address delivered last 
month at a graduation cere- 
mony at the Royal Staff and 
Command College. King 
Hussein called on Arab “re- 
volutionaries" to rise up 
against the Arab status quo 
and join Jordan in working 
towards a new Arab order 
which champions human 
rights, democracy and Arab 
renaissance. 

The Libyan leader landed 
the King’s experience and 


wisdom in leading his people, 
raying these were necessary 
elements for bringing such an 
initiative to a successful end. 

King Hussein voiced his 
appreciation for the Libyan 
leader and asked Mr. Farrani 
to convey his greetings to 
him. 

The meeting was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Khaled 
Al Karaki. Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber and the 
Libyan ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

The Libyan envoy arrived 
in Amman Thursday on a 
several-day visit to Jordan. 


Sboul defends rejection 
of registration applications 
filed by two political parties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Interior 
Minister Jawdad Sboul argued 
Saturday that it was his right to 
reject requests for recognition of 
political parties in Jordan accord- 
ing to law. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the minister 
said that the law granted the 
minister of interior rhe right to 
reject any request for registering 
political parties if that request 
was found contradicting the 
Jordanian laws. 

But, he added, the same law 
opened the way for the applicants 
to contest the minister’s decision 
at the Higher Court of Justice 
within 30 days of being informed 
of the rejection. 

The final derision in this matter 
rests with the Higher Court of 
Justice, the minister added. 

Mr. Sboul was clarifying points 
related to the ministry's rejection 
of applications by the Jordanian 
Communist Party and the Baath 
Arab Socialist Party for formal 
recognition. The rejection deri- 
sion, announced Thursday, drew 
angry reactions from several 
prominent politicians and even 
ministers as well as newspaper 
columnists. 

The heads of the two parties 
which were refused recognition 
received notification from the in- 
terior minister in which he said 
that he rejected the requests on 
the grounds that the name a party 


in a bid to slow down the reforms, 
which have cut production and 
sent inflation soaring. 

But conservative Parliament 
Chairman Ruslan Khasbuiatov, 
putting a brave face on the hair's- 
breadth loss for right-wingers, 
told the government to heed the 
warning and abandon plans to 
bypass Russia’s two-tiered parlia- 
ment altogether. 

“This is a victory for the con- 
gress and I want to tell our 
executive authorities.. .draw your 
own conclusions from these vot- 
ing results.” Mr. Khasbuiatov 
said in a speech to the congress. 

Saturday’s vote was the peak of 
a week-long battle between refor- 
mers and conservatives at the 
congress, the only body empo- 
wered to change the constitution. 
It meets twice a year. 

Economics Minister Andrei 
Nechayev had said the govern- 
ment would probably resign if ali 
the amendments were approved. 


in Jordan must not be similar to 
that of any other party. 

The minister said that the 
theories of socialism and com- 
munism directly contradicted 
article 11 of the Jordanian Con- 
stitution. 

According to the minister, nine 
political groups have requested 
formal legal recognition but that 
only the Jordan National Alliance 
(JNA) party was granted licence. 
He said that the party had applied 
within the legal time fixed by the 
ministry registration of parties. 

He noted that the Unionists 
Party has submitted a request for 
recognition on Oct 3 and a reply 
should be forthcoming between 
Dec. 4 and Dec. 10 according to 
the law. 

The 'Ahd (pledge) party, 
which submitted a request on 
Oct. 25, will receive a reply be- 
tween Dec. 6 and 11. The Islamic 
Action Front, which submitted a 
request for recognition on Oct. 8. 
will receive a reply between Dec. 
9 and 14. the Al Mustaqbal (Fu- 
ture) party which submittal a 
request for licence on Oct. 17 w-H 
receive a reply between Dec. IS 
and 23. The Jordan Democratic 
People's Party, which submitted a 
request on Oct. 10 will receive a 
reply between Dec. II and 17 
while the Jordan Democratic 
Progressive Party, which applied 
on Nov. 11 will receive a reply 
between Jan. 12 and 17. 


Mr. Yeltsin had hinted he 
might either call a referendum on 
abolishing the rebellious con- 
gress. elected during the Soviet 
era and strongly opposed to Mr. 
Gaidar's reforms, or introduce 
direct presidential rule. 

“If you continue to strive for 
absolute rule, this pyrrhic victory 
will be the last one and it will lead 
to the destruction of our country. 
Let us proceed together on deri- 
sions, including decisions on per- 
sonnel," Mr. Khasbuiatov added. 

“Then the deputies will be de- 
fenders of executive power.” 

• The official results came as a 
shock to many deputies, who 
were earlier quoted by several 
Russian news agencies as saying 
all seven constitutional amend- 
ments had been rejected by clear 
inargins of up to 100 votes. 

The vote on the fifth day of the 
congress was the latest effort by 
the hardline parliament to dep- 
rive Mr. Yeltsin of his ability to 


Israelis 
kill Gaza 
boy in 
school, 
wound 30 

KHAN YOUNIS, Occupied 
Gaza Strip (R) — Israeli forces £ 
shot dead a Palestinian schoolboy 
in his classroom Saturday and 
wounded 30 other Arabs in a 
clash with hundreds of residents 
in the occupied Gaza Strip. 
Palestinian sources said. 

The army confirmed one dead 
and 13 wounded in the incident in 
Khan Younis. but a spokesman 
said a detailed report was not 
available. 

Palestinian sources said the 
clash began when two undercover 
soldiers on foot followed by six 
uniformed soldiers in an Arab- 
owned private car surprised five 
masked Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
activists who were armed with 
axes and knives and were 
spraying grafitti. 

The Israeli force opened fire on 
the activists, who fled. Students 
in nearby elementary and high 
schools heard the gunfire, 
streamed into the street and 
stoned the soldiers. 

“Suddenly I saw two religious 
men pulling out their pistols and 
shooting at the masked men," 
said Ziad, 35, who witnessed the 
incident. “The people realised 
they were special units. They 
threw stones at them." 

The Israeli military censor in- 
itially banned mention that some 
of the Israeli force was undercov- 
er. Reinforcements were called. 
The clash spread to include shop- 
pers in a nearby market. 

The soldiers shot dead one 
Palestinian schoolboy and 
wou'nded 30 other Palestinians, 
hospital officials said. The 
wounded included a boy aged 
three, a 15-year-old schoolboy, a 
60-year-old woman and, when 
troops entered a nearby prepara- 
tory school, a teacher. Palestinian 
sources added. 

School officials said the dead 
Palestinian. Esam Barba kh, 15, 
and the wounded schoolboy were 
both hit inside their classroom at 
the school by bullets fired from 
outside. 

“Students ... were shouting at 
the army from the windows. The 
soldiers shot at the school. Bul- 
lets penetrated the windows and 
hit the two boys,” said Hassan. 
45, a teacher at the school. 

Since tbe outbreak of the 
Palestinian revolt against Israeli 
occupation on Dec. 9, 1987, 
Israelis have killed 964 Palesti- 
nians and Palestinians have killed 
103 Israelis. 

Clashes have increased in the 
Strip since Nov. 27, when troops 
shot dead a Palestinian who was 
throwing stones at them in Gaza 
City. Troops have killed four 
Palestinians and wounded more 
than 70 in the Strip in the last 
eight days. 

'On Saturday, many demonstra- 
tions were in anticipation of the 
25th anniversary on Dec. 11 of 
the founding of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), which opposes current 
Middle East peace talks. 



Boris Yeltsin 

control the course of economic 
and political reform. 

Mr. Yeltsin told parliament 
Friday the proposed amendments 
would tie the hands of the gov- 
ernment, endanger the reforms 
and deprive the country of stable 
power structures. 






Middle East News 


Most countries rally behind 
U.S. move into Somalia 


LONDON (AP) — Iraq has dis- 
missed as a last-minute publicity 
stunt the dispatch of troops by 
President George Bush to ensure 
food gets to starving Somalis. 
Most other countries backed the 
move and some joined in but one 
warring Somalia general conde- 
mned it. 

Radio Mogadishu monitored in 
Britain reported that General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed Friday 
handed visiting French Minister 
Bernard Kouchner a written pro- 
test for delivery to the United 
Nations Security Council. 

Gen. Aideed is chairman of die 
Somali National Alliance and the 
United Somali Congress. Mr. 
Kouchner is French minister of 
health and humanitarian action. 

The radio, which supports 
Gen. Aideed, quoted the general 
as saying the decision to send 
foreign tcoops to Somalia had 


hatched conspiracies aimed at im- 
peding relief work and had para- 
lysed work at the ports of Moga- 
dishu and Kismayo. 

It quoted him as saying these 
conspiracies and many others 
were hatched by U.N. Operation 
Somalia in order to bring foreign 
troops into the country. 

But without explaining the 
apparent contradiction, the radio 
also quoted him as saying he 
believed the proposed U.S- troop 
deployment was intended to help 
the Somali people. 

It said Gen. Aideed appealed 
to Somali leaders to help allow 
humanitarian assistance to reach 
those needing it. 

Canada announced it was send- 
ing 900 troops to Somalia, Britain 
offered four transport aircraft 
and cash. 

Itaiy . a former colonial ruler of 
Somalia, will send 1 , 500 or more 


troops by Christmas, Defence 
Minister Salvi Ando said in a 
television interview. He said they 
would include marines, para- 
troops and logistical support un- 
its. 

News reports said France 
would send 2,000 troops. 


Belgium and Nigeria said they 
were still considering whether to 
send troops. Turkey said it was 
also undecided. 

An Egyptian defence official 
said Thursday his country was 
preparing to send between 300 
and 600 military personnel and 
was ready to increase this beyond , 
600 if the United Nations re- 
quests it. He said the Egyptian 
force would be ready to leave 
next week. 



Others, like Britain, offered 
money and other help but said 
they would not send military per- 
sonnel. 

In Baghdad, A1 Thawra, the 
newspaper of Iraq's ruling Arab 
Baath Socialist Party, said the 
U.S. move could not compensate 
for the Gulf war. 


Disarming the tens of thousands of freelance gunmen is the most 
daunting task facing the American-led force moving into Somalia 
(photo by P.V.Vrvekanand) 


"America is trying through this 
military operation to beautify the 
Bush administration's image be- 
fore he ends his regime,” the 
newspaper said. 

Iran was also cool. Its envoy to 
Bosnia Herzegovina, Ayatollah 
Ahmad Jannati, said the United 
States was acting to “secure its 
own interests... but here (in Bos- 
nia), they don't take any action.” 
The United States committed 
20,000 troops in a huge humanita- 
rian exercise authorised by rhe 
United Nations Thursday night. 

japan, which earlier this year 
passed a law allowing it to send 
troops abroad for U.N. 
peacekeeping, announced no 
plans to send soldiers. Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Koichi Karo 
told a news conference Japan was 
considering “logistical support.” 
Separately. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Masamichi Hanabusa 
told journalists, “at this stage, it's 
still under study. The location is 
remote from Japan, and Japan's 
capabilities are limited." 

Japan, which was criticised for 
“checkbook diplomacy” during 
the Gulf war, has already 
announced a $27 million aid plan 
for Somalia. , . 


Somalia could lead to new U.S. 


involvement in world’s woes 


By Barry Schweid 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — There is no 
whiff of any geopolitical dividend 
in the U.S. decision to use mas- 
sive force to deliver food to hun- 
dreds of thousands of starving 
people in Somalia. 

President George Bush told the 
nation Friday there was “one 
reason only” for dispatching the 
troops in Operation Restore 
Hope: To head off the death of 
1.5 million people. 

“Only the United States has the 
global reach to place a large 
security force on the ground in 
such a place quickly and efficiently, and 
thus save thousands of innocents 
from death,” he told the nation. 

Still, the United States runs the 
risk of being accused of African 
colonialism in a new form, of 
flexing its muscles once again to 
show the world it is a super- 
power. 

But in the days leading up to 
the U.N. Security Council's 
approval of the U.S.-led opera- 
tion, which could involve some 
20,000 American troops, no-one 
made a credible case that the 
Bush administration was moti- 
vated by anything other than 
generosity. 

During the cold war, Somalia 
was viewed both in Washington 
and in Moscow as having strategic 
value. The East African country 
was under the influence of, first, 
the Soviet Union and then, later, 
the United States. 

Somalia still sits along the Red 


Sea across from the rich Arabian 
oil fields. But it no longer is the 
target of superpower rivalry. 

The relief operation now get- 
ting under way is not a cynical 
ruse to gain favour with a poten- 
tial client. It is simply the result of 
Somalia's internal agony, and the 
inability of the United Nations to 
provide assistance in the cross fire 
of feuding factions. 

Mostly U.S. troops are taking 
on that dangerous task, and the 
operation smacks more of Viet- 
nam and its dark shadows than 
the triumph over Iraq in the Gulf 
war. 

Transportation lines will be 
vulnerable. There is no dearly 
identifiable enemy, nor can any 
of the local warlords be cast in the 
terms of a Saddam Hussein. 

But like Indochina and the 
Gulf, the president is acting with 
little regard for Congress and its 
prerogatives. Congress is being 
consulted — after the fact. 

The cost to the U.S. taxpayer, 
meanwhile, is incalculable. When 
the United States agreed in Octo- 
ber to transport 3,000 peacekeep- 
ers from other nations to Somalia. . 
the idea was to charge the opera- 
tion against the 30.4 per cent the 
United States pays of U.N. 

: -ping operations. 

Sending in 28,000 U.S. troops 
will cost many times more, and 
unlike the Gulf war, former 
Secretary of State James Baker is 
not going to the Gulf and Europe 


turns. 

Voluntary contributions will be 
cheerfully accepted, of course. 

President Bush expects to wind 
up the operation before turning 
the White House over to Bill 
Clinton on Jan. 20. He does not 
want to leave his successor with a 
difficult foreign policy venture, if 
he can help it. 


But walking out of the thicket 
of Somalia may not be as easy as 
entering it. Mr. Bush may have 
more to say on that subject in 
briefing the American people. 

U.S. troops have been used in 
the past for humanitarian pur- 
poses, but never to this extent, 
and critics question whether they 
are being used properly in 
Somalia. 


to solicit heavy cheques from 
Saudi Arabi. the Gulf emirates. 


Saudi Arabi, the Gulf emirates, 
Germany and other wealthy na- 


“ American soldiers should not 
be put at risk if U.S. national 
interests are not endangered," 
Andrew J. Cowin wrote in Octo- 
ber in a project study for the 
Heritage Foundation, a conserva- 
tive research group. 

“Americans should discourage 
the trend towards the U.N. using 
armed force to solve violent con- 
flicts," Mr. Cowin said. “If this 
trend continues, it could under- 
mine U.S. security interests, sac- 
rifice American troops for 
obscure causes unrelated to de- 
fending the U.S. and cost Amer- 
ican taxpayers increasing 
amounts of money.” 

The other view is that in the 
face of massive starvation, the 
United States has no alternative 
in Somalia. 
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Hungry Somalis waiting for international handouts at a feeding centre in the south (photo by 


P.V.Vivekanand) 


Ali Mahdi and Aideed forces 


aggravated Somali problems 


MOGADISHU — Two Somali 
warlords — one a former hotel 
owner, the other a former ambas- 
sador — are responsible for the 
deaths of thousands. 

More than any other single 
factor, the blood feud between 
self-declared President Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad and his arch-rival 
“General" Mohammad Farah 
i Aideed has led to the largest 
U.N. military venture ever 
mourned in Africa. 

Their struggle for the lead- 
ership of the now-decrepit United 
Somali Congress (USC) killed 
and maimed at least 30,000. re- 
duced this once-attraciive capital 
to rubble, and dramatically 
worsened one of the worst 
famines this century. 

Anyone who has witnessed the 
ruthlessness of both sides, whose 
militias kill, pillage, rape, and 
loot at random, finds it hard to 
believe they were once allies. 

Ait Mahdi and Aideed come 
from different sub-clans of the 
Hawiye clan of central Somalia. 
Both men have, more than one t 
wife and several children — * 
though only Aideed's live in the 
United States. 

The Hawiye, traditionally' mer- 
chants, traders and businessmen, 
were the last of the main clan 
groupings to rebel against the 
brutal rule of Mohammad Siad 
Barre. In 1989, they created the 
USC at a special conference in 
Rome. 

Ali Mahdi — a wealthy hotel 
owner in this then-attractive Indi- 
an Ocean port city — bankrolled 


the Rome faction. 

Hie Rome USC quickly estab- 
lished links with the “manifesto" 
group, promoted by Italy, one of 
Somalia's former colonial pow- 
ers, which was calling for reform 
of the Siad Barre regime. 

Meanwhile, Aideed. a military 
man trained by both the Italians 
and the Russians, was asked to 
lead the military wing. 

He agreed and returned in sec- 
ret from his posting as Siad Bar- 
re’s ambassador in India. 


the capital, deprived of the 
heroes' welcome be felt he de? 
served. Reconciliation talks led 
nowhere. Aideed’s backers also 
felt betrayed. Somalia was carved 
up along clan lines. 

Abdul Rahman Mohammad 
Ali “Tur" of the SNM declared a 
breakawav republic in the north, 
which had been British Somali- 
land in colonial days. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A document had been -mi 
Friday adopted a U-N^uraa r&ts expen 
bSsb resolution on alleged hu- said ItteaHegations were b 
man rights abuses in Sudan, nusmforrnaoon in the 1 A 
whose Islamic fundam entalis t press. cnrinnA 

government is accused of practis- An estrated QOD 
me scorched-earth policies in a have efied m Sudan s m 
protracted civil war. old dvU war, manrfy 

The resolution adopted by a famine, and another 4 j 5 
committee of the General Assent- have, been displaced^/, 
bly was the first one ever against The cml war betwe 
Khartoum and was drawn up Arab-dominated militaiy 
even before the U.N. Human ment in the n orth and: 
Rights Commission completed its southern rebel groups, -« 
report of alleged rights violations Christian or. anmrist A 
there. escalated this year wher 

U.S. delegare Kenneth Black- toum was believed to h 
well said the humanitarian situ a- ceived arms from Inin anc 
tion in the southern part of The The resolution express* 
country was approaching “a at the number of dtspfac = 
Somalia-like scenario.”- sons, victims of 

He said the government summary execotionsand . 
needed to open up corridors for The government hasrbr 
relief agencies or “we face a cused of capturing or V 
major humanitarian catas- down vfflages and sebdr 
trophe." Hans into the countryside 

The vote was 102-7 with 27 handed. • 

abstentions. Libya was the only The resolution also nr 
African country to come to government to ensure. f 
Sudan's support during . debate prompt investigations, in 
and the vote. Diplomats'said the ings of its nationals wort 
vote reflected increasing concern foreign governments. - 
among North Airicay govern- A Sudanese employee - 
ments about spreading Islamic U.S. Agency for Inten - 
fundamentalism. ■ Development' was convi . 

Sudanese delegates harshly treason and executed in.f 
condemned the resolution, saying ber. The government ha* 
none of the allegations in the -would investigate. 
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Seven men beheaded in Saudi Arabia 


In 1990, the orginal founders of 
the USC died. Ali Mahdi, 58. and 
Aideed, in his 70s. disputed the 
leadership. 

Aideed went into exile in 
Ethiopia and in August 1991 
signed a military pact with the 
two main groups then fighting 
Siad Barre — the Somali Nation- 
al Movement (SNM) of the north 
and Somali Patriotic Movement 
(SPM) of the south. 


While the lobby of Ali Mahdi's 
Maka A1 Makarama Hotel be- 
came the meeting point for USC 
sympathisers and foreign journal- 
ists. Aideed and his allies fought 
their way closer to the capital. 

Long before the time of his fall 
Siad Barre was dubbed the mayor 
of Mogadishu — so little of the 
country did he control. 

When he fled Mogadishu in 
January 1991 following mutinies 
in his army and an uprising by the 
inhabitants, Ali Mahdi seized bis 
chance and declared himself in- 
terim president. 

Aideed sulked on the edge of 


Ahmad Omar Jess, leader of 
the SPM and a hardened guerrilla 
fighter, carved out his own en- 
clave in the Darod -dominated 
south. 

Siad Barre had ruthlessly ex- 
ploited clan differences to remain 
in power. Such was his legacy of 
suspicion and revenge that the 
main clans soon began to break- 
up along sub-clan and even sub- 
sub-clan lines. 

Ali Mahdi exploited these 
differences to create his own anti- 
Aideed alliance. The remnants of 
Siad Barre's army meanwhile pil- 
laged his Gedo heartland, which 
borders Kenya. 


MANAMA (R) — Seven convicted criminals, including a if 
and a Filipino, were beheaded in Saudi Arabia Friday. An I 
Ministry statement said a Saudi national of Sudanese orig 
another citizen were beheaded in the holy city Mecca for kill 
first man's half sister after raping her. The statement, can 
Bahrain's Gulf News Agency, said three men convicted of / 


were beheaded in the capital Riyadh. The Filipino, found w 
attemnted murder, and a Nieerian drug trafficker were bet 


attempted murder, and a Nigerian drug trafficker were I 
in the Red Sea port city of Jeddah. 


! Austrian U.N. soldier dies in Cyprus . 

NICOSIA (R) — An Austrian soldier attached to the 
peacekeeping force in northern Cyprus was killed in area 
Friday, Turkish Cypriot police said. The accident occurna 
the civilian-plated car of Michael Scbmuck, 24, ploughed^ 
parked vehicles on the Is met Inonn boulevard in the norther 
of Famagusta at 0200 hours (2400 GMT), police said. Sc 
died immediately while his companion, an Austrian sergeant 
last name was given as Frabre, escaped unhurt Scbmuck' 
was handed over to U.N. officials across the green fine | 

' Nicosia. Both men were off duty when the accident oct 


The victors continued to squab- 
ble until the simmering hatred 
burst into the open last Novem- 
ber. Aideed attacked Ali Mahdi. 
driving him back into the Karaan 
district of the Abgal sub-clan. 

To do this he bad brought to- 
Mogadishu his Habir-Gedir fight- 
ers. 

Most were young men and boys 
from the bush. Given a gun, the 
stimulant kat leaf, and a licence 
to kill, maim, rape and loot, they 
took it with a vengeance. 


Moderate quake shakeswestern Turk - 

IZMIR, Turkey (AP) — A moderate. quake Saturday sho 
Aegean coastal city, the Anatolia news' agency said. There v_ 

reports of injury or damage. The quake measured 43 

Richter scale. An aftershock, which registered 3.5 on the f _ " 

scale, followed 10 minutes later, Anatolia said. In a ^ 
earthquake here last month, some buildings were dateag^JWS IX B 

three people were injured. Turkey's Aegean and Mecfitm, 

coastal areas and the entire eastern region are atop an eard*; - c r -. ]■ 
prone belt known as the Anatolian Fault. The Richter sca“‘ 
gauge of an energy released by an earthquake, as measured 
ground motion recorded on a seismograph. Alt earthquake . 
on the Richter scale can cause slight damage in the local are 
moderate damage. 


U.N. condemns ‘rights abuses’ in U.s. to replace missile-hit Turkish Shif 

*— J • 1 ISTANBUL fRl — Turkey will receive a knnx-cUss frigate 


Iraq and voices concern over Iran 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — A 
key U.N. committee Friday con- 
demned alleged human rights 
abuses in Iraq and expressed 
grave concern over alleged rights 
violations in Iran, including ex- 
ecutions and torture. 

The General Assembly’s Third 
Committee on Soda! and Huma- 
nitarian Affairs adopted the re- 
solution on Iraq by consensus, 
without a vote. But the resolution 
on Iran was put to a vote for the 
first time in several years. It was 
approved 83-16, with 34 absten- 
tions. 

The resolution on Iran was 
stronger than in the past and for 
the first time the United States 
and Japan were among the 23 
sponsors. The last vote in 1988 
was 55-23 but more nations are 
now openly critical of Iran’s hu- 
man rights record. 

The committee action is ex- 
pected to be endorsed by the 
General Assembly. Decisions by 
the assembly and its committees 
are not leagally binding. Howev- 


er, they are considered significant 
expressions of international will. 

In the Iraq resolution, the com- 
mittee expressed its “strong con- 
demnation of the massive viola- 
tions of human rights, of the 
gravest nature, for which the 
government of Traq is responsi- 
ble." 

It cited summary and arbitrary 
executions, orchestrated mass ex- 
ecutions and burials, extrajudicial 
killings, including political killings, 
particularly amqng Kurds in 
northern Iraq and Shiite Muslims 
in the south. 

The committee also cited “the 
widespread, routine practice of 
systemmatic torture in its most 
cruel forms, including the torture 
of children.'' 


It expressed deep concern at 
continuing reported violations of 
human rights m Iran. The com- 
mittee cited the high number of 
executions, torture, poor admi- 
nistration of justice, lack of due 
legal process, mistreatment of the 
Baha’i religious community and 
restrictions on freedom of ex- 
pression, thought and the press. 

It expressed grave concern that 
despite U.N. recommendations 
“the applications of the death* 
penalty has been excessive.” 
Iran also has denied wide- 
spread human .rights violations. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey will receive a knox-dass frigate ; 
die United States as compensation for a warship written ofc 
being hit by a missile from the aircraft carrier Saratoga^ ■} 
newspaper reported Saturday. Five Turkish seamen, mdudij 
captain, were killed when one of two missiles fired by nnstakt 
the carrier * slammed into the bridge of the Muavenet on C 
Another 18 Turkish crewmen were wounded. The Pentagon 
last month the missiles were fired in error during NATO exf * 
in the Aegean and eight crew of the Saratoga, including itidr 
may face duxaplinary action. Milliyet said the United States 1 
send a 12-year-old knox-dass frigate to Istanbul for the i\-‘ -■ 
navy to inspect. It would be handed to Turkey as compensate 
the World War n vintage Muavenet, written off after lost, 
bridge and command centre in die incident, the daily added 
paper did not say which knox-dass frigate would be gryr 
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Anderson celebrates first year of freed' 


Iraq has denied the allegations, 
in the resolution on Iran, the 


in the resolution on Iran, the 
committee criticised the Tehran 
government for ending its coop- 
eration with U.N. human rights 
investigators, refusing to permit 
visits and not responding to U.N. 
questions on violations. 


Massoud Rajavi, an Iranian 
opposition leader based in Paris, 
said in a statement: “This resolu- 
tion, the strongest ever adopted 
by the General Assembly, the 
highest international body, 
affirms in no uncertain terms that 
so long as the mullahs’ regime is 
in power, mass killings, torture 
and executions in Iran and export 
of terrorism and fundamentalism 
will persist.’’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Former hostage Terry Anderson 
brated the first anniversary of his release from captivity Frida .. 
Roman Catholic mass presided over by his fellow hostage,, tbe 
Martin Jenco. Mr. Anderson left Beirut for freedom on Efe'*-; 
■ 1991, after more than six years in chains, longer than an y + 
Westerner kidnapped in Lebanon. The former Associated.. - 
chief Middle East correspondent was also the last Western bo - 
to be released. “Give praise and thanks to a gentle God whoi 
free," said Rev. Jenco at the children's mass celebrated at the *- : 
Trinity Church in Georgetown. Rev. Jenco was freed in 190$ *• 
“ years in the hands of his kidnappers. Mr. Anderson is" *• 
working on a book on his experiences, due to be compleK 
April. “I try to put myself back," he said, to the years rifii 
chained, blindfolded and kept in solitary confinement--' 1 !■ 1 
sometimes it’s pretty hard." - 
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Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17 J8 RcvcstTcnfanls 

17:40 JEUX Sans Fronticrcs 

IMS News French 

-19:15 Documentary 

IW# News in Hebrew 

2Mt News in Arabic 

2th30 Family Matters 

21:10 National Geographic 

23M Nows in Enp -sh 

an Law and Order 


PRAYER TIMES 


Dt fa Salk Church Tel. 661757 
Tmasaata Chun* Td: 622366 
Church or the Aanmdadoa Td. 

623541. 

AngHcan- dad Td. 630851. Td. 
628343. • 

An anda a Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Arnndan Orthodox Church Td. 

77S261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Td. 771751. 
AnMiap *utn national Cfaordi Td- 

685326. 

Eva ngrbr al Lutheran Chatrch Td: 

81 1295. - 

The Church a f Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932. 
Church or the Nasarene td. 675691. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man II. Aqaba 19. Hnmidily readings: 
Amman 48 per cent. Aqaba 38 per 
cent. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Muheiun ( — ) 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 


Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
0ectric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia lull. Airport 08-53200 


Ibo A1 Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


•W5 Cairo (GF) 

*** Bahrain (GF) 


UslS 

leas 

17:45 


Doha. Muaca 

Moscow 

Laraac* 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


jss r* 0 * 00 *® 

t*55 Lamaca (CY) 

,,!Sd Beirut (ME) 


NIGHT DUTY 


<M£4 Fajr 

06:16 (Sunrise! Doha 

1 1:26 Dhuhr 

14:13 'Asr 

I&36 Maghreb 

17:58 -Isha 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Ocpanmcnt of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nos*r«fc Church Swcifrcft 
tel. 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Td. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the AimaudatlOB Tci. 
637440. 


It will be fair and winds will be 
northwesterly light to moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas ohn. 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 04/15 

Aqaba 10/23 

Deserts 03 / 17 

Jordan Valley 10 / 22 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Walid Al Masri 675485 

Dr. Abdul Kadcr Al LaLa 696048 

Dr. Sbabanah Emun 784772 

Dr. Nidal Al Dahalah 827195 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fctdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Fifth aide pharmacy 813141 

Samir pharmacy 661898 

Talal pharmacy 621366 

YaTsh pharmacy 62442 5 

Al Aua - pharmacy 777712 

Al A 220 uni pharmacy 888681 

Hisham pharmacy 7719157 

ram: 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Salem .... 245060 
Alquds pharmacy f — ) 


Food Control Centre 

Crril Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111. 

fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police . — 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complain Is 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Ca/i s 

Central Amman Telephone 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Aron.... 642441/2 

Jabal A nrenan Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

Univcnity Hospital 845845 

Al-M nastier Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664)64/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn A Ha Hospital 602240*50 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 


MARKET PUKES' 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) rnftvmaBKw depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia /nfcnMtiofia/ 
Airport TcL (08)53200.5. where it 
shook/ always be verified. 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1 ) 


Uppczfiowcr price in ^ 

Banana (Mufcanunar) “JJ- 

Beans - ^ 

«*•*= 

Carrot “5- 

Cauliflower. - 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (09)900560 
lbnSiaa Hospital (09)986732 


9M Jeddah (RJ) 

•W5 Aqaba (RJ) 

IMS Lamaca (RJ) 

99:45 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

ifcOO Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

18:15 Beirut- (RJ) 

1759 .... New York. Amsterdam /RJ) 
17:38 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 


Abdafi Telephone Repairs 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority 


Al Hiltma Modem Hospital (09)990990 
ntBOfc 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catbofic Hospital (02 1272275 


17:30 London. Geneva (RJ) 

1BS0 Athena (RJ) 


Beirut (RJj 

Vienna (RJ) 

Tunis. Casabtanea (RJ) 

,r22 •■■■ Amster dMn. New York (RJ) 

22 Riyadh(RJ) 

232 -.Jeddah (RJ) 

3 s ® Damascus (RJ) 

Aqaba. Caho(Rj) 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

211 


Cucumbers (large) —’SL - < 

SBK= 


uanic — — 




(Rj) Orange — ^-xtrh 

88 


IMS fiunfcfim (RJ) 

Ifc55 Vienna (Rj) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 




Tomato ........ — —. Si. 


2fc4S Romc(RJ) 


- Bdrui. Rome (AZ) 


Cairo (MS) 


Green Ohvc 


45tf- 

•• -.5 :- m 


w * it. 



beyflome News 

SityJ^g ? 11 

fakers warned against 
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:v. Mutability of flour for bakeries also demanded 

- ,!T merchants, but will not be f* Ir ? ,d ^PP 1 ? department 

iVr -i with those who violate the ■ a ** owe " to conduct its own 

tv : — Jff. k '"tr*- _ : ■ i import o dc radons so that local 


:i r ^ ,I: -^lSti°ns concerning bread 
. w r -4- jv »knig in bakeries/' said Mr. 


72 Tv-, :;Jhe minister first met with ,n . Amniaj 

-j. -^^""-Tirjvetnor Fayez Abbadi to re- van °us qu 
••c i^.-w the general supply situation During 
** • the Irbid govemorate and re- announced 

r:> - Tl/ -"-c r ^nt problems. He later opened ments in m 
s v \ : '-“ r --v , ee centres for the distribution working cr 

f- - . wheat floor in Ajloun, Jerash price of fo 

v;" - 7_7."' : ‘’ id Deir Abi Saeed, all in the merchants. 
... 7 govemorate. In a statement" He also i 

<s 1 said, that the ministry was accountant 
to make available suffi- and that ; 
nt supplies in all regions espe- made avail 
^ v;- ;r v.jiy under the difficult weather kets inste 

* - options. brands. 


He also announced that special 
accountants will be appointed 
and that American rice will be 
made available in the local mar- 
kets instead of the existing 
brands. 


giVrab education 
r ^^iiiscussed in Amman 

E WS iPj RfirfMAN (Petra) — Delegates would help them confront com- 
— — Jordan and eight other Arab mon challenges. 

_ o , gathered at the National Mr. Hindawi said Jordan was 

n 2 3 U 3 f Af Vocational Research and De- keen on pursuing close coopera- 
opntent Centre in Amman tion with UNESCO's regional 
• : ... arday for a five day meeting office in matters related to educa- 
. r- ; educational innovation orga- tional activities. UNESCO's rep- 
.....sd in cooperation with the resentative in Jordan Dr. Salah 
lited Nations Educational Sci- Yaqoub told the audience that 
ific and Cultural Organisation the UNESCO had endorsed plans 
NESCO). for supporting individual Arab 

"Accon&ig tp UNESCO offi- countries to ensure that their 
.'Is. the participants will review needs of erhicationaJ services are 
" ans of enhancing research and met. According to the national 
>elopment skills in education, centre’s director Kamal Duwani, 
£*. >, employment of educational developingnationsindudingJor- 

“*•' ^ IL: a and statistics in educational dan are unable on their own to 
earth programmes, analysing find appropriate solutions for 
- - - .a and ways of aiding decision their educational problems and 

.ten in their task. are unable to cope with socio 

■ ■- .. Addressing the opening session economic development needs. 

-5 Deputy Premier and Minister He referred to the ongoing 
. _ Education Thouqaa Hindawi educational overhauling process 
. :t Q uoted that decision concei v in Jordan as one aspect of the 

r-.the improvement of educa tic n country's endeavours to meet the 

. . i only be based on data ai i future needs. 

: • tistics and accurate inform. As well as Jordan, the meetings 

i. He said Jordan calls for th_ are attended by delegates from 
•j westSrnTi*^^.™. AN 3 ! national ins' Egypt, Syria, .Iraq,. Tunisia, 
nation network to help cduca- Qatar, Oman and Bahrain in 
iKts in planning their wdrit** addition to UNESCO experts and 
- "'1 /conducting research that educationists. 



3ng sends cable to Finland 


JUMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent Saturday a 
. - -able to Finnish President Mauno Korvisto congratulating him on 
‘ a country’s independence day anniversary. King Hussein wished 
Tr. Koivisto good health and happiness and the Finnish people 
uther progress and prosperity. 

rk sr Cabariti visits Karak labour office 

ARAK (Petra) — Labour Minister Abdul Karim AI Kabariti 
. sited Saturday Karak Govemorate where be inspected the 
7 mployment office. Mr. Kabariti was briefed on the work of the 
7 .ffice in controlling the labour market in the govemorate and 
.. royiding job opportunities for unemployed Jordanians. The 
- linister also met with the chairman and members of the new 
; - nmidpal council in Karak dty and was briefed on the munidpal- 
7 . y*s work plans. He also inspected projects carried out by the 
[ Juristic investments department of the social security corpora- 
; on in Karak. 

. - bint Chief of Staff thanks Madab Islamic comfttee 

.. tMMAN (Petra) — Qiairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb sent Saturday a letter to the Islamic 
committee for popular work in Madab dty, thanking its members 
or their JD 2,000 contribution to the People’s Army. Marshal 
, a , r Abu Taleb commended the committee members for the commit- 
.ee members of their initiative and true national feelings. 

Zarqa celebrates international volunteers day 

. '"1ARQA (Petra) — Omar Ben AJ Khattab Charitable Sodety in 
• v : 7arqa celebrated Satuday’s international volunteers day. The 
elebratioR, which was attended by Zarqa Governor Tal’at AI 
, ■ '* lawaiseh.’ induded speeches underlining the importance of 
olnntary work in serving the local sodety. Several personalities 
- ■ /ere honoured at the celebration in recognition of their role in 
oluhtary work. 

- ; Traffic accident figures for November released 

. AMMAN (Petra) — Nine people were killed and 156 others 
. njured hi 350 car accident which took place in the last week of 
' fovember, the Traffic Department announced Saturday, the 
department said the number of accidents during this week had 
^.isen by 36, deaths by six and injuries by 24 compared to the 
wevious week. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

am The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

■ t he daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify die listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

fr Rriilh ainn of painting s by Iraqi artist Turky Abdul Amir at 
v the Afia Art Gallery. 

^ &dAitk» of paintinp and sflkscreen by three artists from 

’ . .Casm Fayess AI Hasaal, Kamd AI Mu^uu**d and Lafla Shawa at 

: Abdul Haraeed Sboraan Foundation Gallery (10 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
* Art exhibition fcby artist Gbassau Aba Laban at Phoenix Art 
~ . 'Gallery. 

^ Scelptnre exfaaritkm by artist Ahmad Saed MoMalati at the 
Royal Cnttnnti Cadre. 


.Gallery of Fine Arts. 


^ Use third AI Amal bazaar afi the International Jerusafem 
• Hotel, often firom 10 a.m. tiB 10 pan. 


J' 7 fakers warned against 
P- S;g; oW quality bread 

vc v M BIP (Pet ra) —^Minister of Irbid Chamber of Commerce 

1 . ■ " 7‘ Mohammad Saqqaf Satur- President Saadi Halaboni pre- 

rir.r -I! 117 - y visited the northern city of sented the minister with a list of 
vc - where he warned local requests on behalf of local mer- 
Tk- -•spV ’ lanes against violating the reg- chants in Irbid City 

-.s'- Bullions concerning prices or . , . ........ 

” . “■ >.ality of bread. “The Ministry den ?^ ,ds in duded facilities 

’ in- Supply *s keen on providing , "I ““ hfi nist:r y of Supply for 
•W?fdsimiere with good quality merchants to have access to 

:ri : -r . and on facilitating the f °^ »mported by the 

‘X'-aabiKty of flour for bakeries ™ n,s ! r 5\ also demanded 




import operations so that local 
merchants would be saved the 
trouble of contacting the ministry 
in Amman for then 1 needs of 
various quantities. 

During the tour the minister 
announced that supply depart- 
ments in northern regions will be 
working overtime to receive the 
price of food supplies from local 


Queen Saturday chairs meeting with officials from the Arab 
Institute for Banking Studies in Amman (Petra photo ) 

Queen visits 
banking institute 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Queen Noor 
visited Saturday morning the 
Arab Institute for Banking Stu- 
dies in Amman, where she was 
briefed on the activities and prog- 
rammes of the institute. 

The Queen was received by 
institute's Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, Dr. Mohammad 
Sa'eed Al-Nabuisi and other 
board members. General Mana- 
ger Dr. Mustafa Hudaib briefed 
the Queen on the Institute's prog- 
rammes and the objectives. 

The Queen inspected various 
facilities at the institute, which 
was established in 1989 upon the 
initiative of the Arab Banking 
Union. The institute also initiated 
an MBA scholarship programme 
for candidates to be nominated 
by the Noor Ai-Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF). In addition, free-of- 
charge training courses in bank- 
ing will be offered to NHF 
nominees. 

The Institute for Banking Stu- 


Arabiyat meets premier 
and press delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
visited Saturday Parliament 
where he met with Lower House 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat to 
congratulate him on his re- 
election. 

Sharif Zeid and Dr. Arabiyat ; 
discussed several issues of con- 
cern to the executive and legisla- 
tive authorities, particularly in 
tibe parliament's current ordinaiy 
session. 

In another meeting with a de- 
legation representing the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA), Dr. 
Arabiyat said that he has decided 
to extend the office hours of the 
executive bureau of the House to 
enable it to discuss and follow up 
issues of concern to citizens. 

Dr. Arabiyat stressed to the 
’ delegation, the important role the 
press plays in illuminating prob- 
lems facing citizens and pub- 
lishing various points of views. 
He affirmed that all citizens 
should contribute to safeguarding 
the democratic era; “through 
which our sodety moves from the 
stage of individual domination to 
the institutional era.” 

“All citizens are partners in 


building and developing the 
homeland and safeguarding it and 
its good march which is led by His 
Majesty King Hussein,” he said. 

He expressed his readiness to 
hold joint meetings between the 
JPA council and Lower House 
members to discuss issues of con- 
cern to the Jordanian press and 
.journalists with the aim of creat- 
ing interaction between the leg- 
islative authority and the press. 

The House speaker demons- 
trated understanding of the va- 
rious issues related to practising 
journalism in Jordan as a profes- 
sion, reorganising it and review- 
ing legislations governing it- to 
make it compatible with the 
democratic atmosphere prevail- 
ing in Jordan. 

JPA President Sulaiman AI 
Qudah who headed the delega- 
tion underlined the important 
role of the JPA, and described it 
as a national institution carrying 
out its national and pan-Arab 
duty in the best possible manner. 

Mr. Qudah outlined the re- 
sponsibilities of the press at the 
current stage and in the future 
and voiced Jordanian journalists' 
determination to preserve the 
freedom of expression and re- 
spect for human rights. 


Airline operators discuss 
false travel documents 

A historic meeting of the Airiine Operators Committee (AOC) of 
Cyprus was held is Amman Thursday. 

The AOC, which comprises of station managers of airlines 
operating into Larnaca, Cyprus, held its meeting in the Regency 
Palace Hotel. 

Problems, together with recommendations from the AOC were 
brought to the attention of the airport authorities. 

One of the items discusse d during the me etin g was the serious 
problems that airlines face with passengers who travel with false 
travel documents. As it Is the airlines that have to pay the heavy 
foes imposed by certain countries which do not accept those 
passengers, the AOCs of both Cyprus and Jordan discussed in 
ways of dealing with this very serious problem. Both AOCs 
also agreed to the cooperation between them so as to further 
effectively deal with the problem. 



AL WAL1MA FOOD SUPPLIES 


ANNOUNCES 

The arrival of USA whole turkeys & ducklings 
directly from Arkansas Hudson Foods from USA 
& are being served in the Amman Marriott Hotel 
& the Regency Palace Hotel & are available for 
sale in the following supermarkets. 

1. Sweet Supermarket 

2. Jordan Supermarket 

3. Grand Supermarket 

4. AI Waddan Supermarket 

5. Babel Supermarket 

For more information, contact 
tel. 826298 

Ai Waiima Food Supplies 


Amman awaits home delivery post service 


dies offers a number of special- 
ized academic programmes which 
are accredited by the Ministry of 
Higher Education. Its academic 
programmes which combine prac- 
tical and technical skills consist of 
a masters programme as well as a 
high diploma degree in banking 
and financial studies and in Isla- 
mic banking. 

Dr. Nabulsi told the Queen 
that the institute, the first of its 
kind in the Arab world, does not 
conflict with those individual in- 
stitutes found in Arab countries. 
He said that the institute which 
offers training in financial, 
monetary and banking matters 
can be described as com- 
plementary to those Arab insti- 
tutes. 

Dr. Nabulsi noted that since its 
establishment the institute has 
run 38 training programmes for 
the benefit of 2,466 candidates 
from Arab countries including 
Jordan. 


By Sa'eda Kiiani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians will no 
longer waste their time and 
money to reach their destinations 
in Amman. The Greater Amman 
Municipality will embark on a 
project to name streets as of 
Saturday. Streets will be named 
and houses numerated as a first 
step towards post home delivery. 

“This plan of action of naming 
streets and suburbs in Amman 
has already been put into effect in 
ten different areas of Amman,” 
Mohammad Bashir, Greater Am- 
man Municipality Mayor said at a 
press conference Saturday. “By 
the end of the year, naming and 
numerating will be realised in the 
remaining four areas.” 

All details concerning naming 
streets and different areas in Am- 
man will be folly explained in a 
guide book issued by the munici- 
pality and sold at a low cost, 
while plans of each area will be 
distributed to residents free. In 
the near future, an English edi- 
tion of the guide book will also be 
issued. Mr. Bashir said. 

“We have to raise awareness 
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The streets with no name: Establishing a postal service in Amman is likely to be a mqjor task 


among the public of the need to 
use the new names' given to 
streets instead of the old ones,” 
insisted Mr. Bashir, referring to 
the previous plan adopted in 1965 
for the organisation and numera- 
tion of streets which had failed. 
“The process would not be an 
easy thing at the beginning but it 
is for the benefit of the country.” 
Names of the streets will be 


taken from Arab heritage and 
culture as well as prominent per- 
sonalities in Jordan. They will 
include those of the Hashemite 
Kings, royal family members, 
famous Arab. Islamic leaders and 
battles, and leaders of the Great 
Arab Revolt. 

When the project is finalised, 
the current Post Office Box sys- 
tem will no longer operate; letters 


will be delivered at home by 
postmen, according to Mr. Bashir. 

“Coordination between diffe- 
rent ministries and departments 
and the municipality will be put 
into effect in the coming few 
weeks,” Mr. AI Bashir said. 
“Postal services will reach all 
families at their respective homes 
provided that each house supply a 
box of its own.” 


1993 financial pledges to UNRWA announced 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Pledges of 
financial contributions to support 
the work of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) for 1993 were 
announced at the annual pledging 
conference for UNRWA in New 
York last week. UNRWA has 
total budget requirements of 
some S297 million for its prog- 
rammes in 1993, as well as need- 
ing some S14 million to continue 
emergency operations in Leba- 
non and the Israeli-occupied 
territory at their present level. 

Thirty-four countries plus the 
European Community and the 
Holy See were represented at the 
conference. Among the largest 
pledges announced were from 
Norway, for some $10,366 mil- 
lion; Germany, for the equivalent 
of $8,875 million, and the Nether- 
lands, for nearly $7 million. 

Switzerland announced a 
pledge combining cash and food 
aid worth a total of some $6.8 
million. France’s pledge of more 
than 17 million francs, or some 
$3,267 million, represents an in- 
crease of 41 per cent over its 
pledged contribution to UNRWA 
for last year. Denmark pledged 


the equivalent of some $2.75 mil- 
lion as well as pledging to con- 
tinue underwriting the running 
costs of UNRWA’s training cen- 
tres at Ramaltah in the West 
Bank. 

The two biggest pledges from 
Arab donors were from Kuwait 
($1.75 million) and Saudi Arabia 
($1.2 million). 

Pledges announced by seven of 
the 12 members of the European 
Community were in addition to 
their contributions through the 
EC as a whole. The individual 
and combined contributions of 
the 12 constitute the largest 
source of voluntary funding for 
UNRWA, with total contribu- 
tions in 1992 worth some $105- 
million. The EC itself, however, 
was not able to announce a 
pledge for 1993 on Wednesday, 
as a new convention between 
UNRWA and the Community is 
currently being negotiated for the 
period 1993-95. The delegate of 
the EC Commission fold the con- 
ference that the Community’s 
strong support for UNRWA, in- 
cluding food aid and other 
emergency assistance, would con- 
tinue in 1993... 

A number of the traditionally 


largest donors to, UNRWA's 
budget, including ' the United 
States, Sweden. Japan and the 
United Kingdom, were not able 
to announce pledges of Wednes- 
day's conference, as their govern- 
ments or parliaments had not 
completed the necessary budget- 
ary procedures. Another major 
donor, Italy, was not present at 
the conference. 

The pledging conference was 
opened by the President of the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly Stoyan Ganev, who is Bulgar- 
ia’s Foreign Minister. In his state- 
ment, he said the General 
Assembly's renewal this year of 
UNRWA's mandate for another 
three years “will remind the re- 
fugees. as well as the rest of us in 
the international community, that 
our obligation to them has not 
been forgotten amidst all the 
political changes sweeping across 
the world.” 

Mr. Ganev said the need for 
broad and deep international 
financial support for UNRWA 
•was greater than ever. - 

In their statements to the- con- 
ference a number of 'delegates 
echoed UNRWA Commissioner- 


General liter Turkmen's repeated 
appeals for greater financial con- 
tributions to the Agency, particu- 
larly from the wealthier govern- 
ments in the Middle East region. 

Speaking, at the end of the 
conference. Commissioner- 
General Turkmen thanked those 
governments which had 
announced pledges and reiterated 
his view that “effo’ts on behalf of 
the Palestine refugees should be 
more balanced and better 
shared” by a broadening of the 
base of contributors to UNRWA. 

However, the Commissioner- 
General said that UNRWA could 
face an overall cash shortfall ' of 
some $20 million in resources for 
its ongoing programmes in 1993 if 
there is no improvement in pros- 
pects for voluntary contributions 
•to the Agency. He warned that 
UNRWA could be >rced to in- 
troduce cuts in its bu get, leading 
to a reduction in serv res,” unless 
we can persuade e isting and 
potential donors ti be more 
generous." These buc ;et cuts, he 
said, would “send tht wrong sig- 
nal,” in that “the Palestinian 
community should not be given 
the' impression that it is befng 
neglected . 


Row continues over orthodox land sold to Israelis 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Orthodox community in Jordan 
and the occupied territories will 
hold their fifth general confer- 
ence in Amman Tuesday to dis- 
cuss matters related to means of 
protecting Orthodox real estate 
and holy shrines in the occupied 
lands. 

At least 150 prominent com- 
munity members from various 
towns and villages in Palestine 
and Jordan also will attend the 
meeting plan to examine ways of 
preventing any one from leasing 
or illegally handling Arab Ortho- 
dox real estates and also ways to 
enable the Arab Orthodox com- 
munity to determine their own 
affairs by themselves, socially, 
culturally and religiously, said 
Dr. Raouf Abu Jaber, Chairman 
of the Orthodox Arab Sodety in 
Jordan. 

Dr. Abu Jaber told the Jordan 
Times that the conference which 


will be held under the slogan 
towards a Comprehensive Ortho- 
dox Rennaisance” is being orga- 
nised by a preparatory committee 
comprising eight prominent per- 
sonalities. 

A preparatory meeting 
attended by 196 delegates was 
held in Jerusalem last October in 
order to prepare an agenda for 
the meeting. 

Last August, delegates from 
the Arab Cfrthodox committee in 
Palestine and Jordan issued a 
statement accusing the Greek 
Orthodox church in Arab Jeru- 
salem of leasing Arab Orthodox 
real estate to the Israelis. 

Dr. Abu Jaber provided the 
Jordan Times with a document of 
a lease of church estate concluded 
between the Greek church and 
Israel. 

The lease document pinpoints 
the exact plots of land and build- 
ings where the Israeli lease hol- 
ders can erect buildings or other 
facilities. 

The size of the Orthodox com- 


munity in Jordan and Palestine is 
estimated at 200,000. Their reli- 
gious affairs and church estate are 
handled by what is called the 
Holy Sepulchre Brotherhood 
which has 94 members all of 
whom are Greek except for two 
Arab citizens. Dr. Abu Jaber 
noted. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said that the 
Arab Orthodox community is 
now seeking a speedy amend- 
ment to the 1958 Jordanian law 
on the Greek Orthodox church in 
a bid to protect Arab rights and 
interests. - 

Greek Arab delegates met with 
Parliament members in Amman 
in August to present their case 
and they have received support 
from the deputies. According to 
Dr. Abu Jaber the fourth Ortho- 
dox conference was held in Jeru- 
salem in March of 1956. 

One of the deputies. Fakhri 
Kawar, said after the meeting 
that the actions of the Greek 
Patriarch were harming Islamic as 
well as Christian communities in- 



Dr. Raouf Abu Jaber 

terests in Palestine and causing 
grave danger jo the Palestinian 
cause. 

He . said that any tampering 
with the. Arab lands and rights 
whether Christian or Islamic in 
Palestine would adversely affect 
the Arab cause in Palestine and 
encourage the Israelis to pursue 
their settlement policies. 


CpI 

MINISTRY hr PI BI.U WORKS X HOI'S!!*. 

I ;< I V KRNMK NT TkNDt.RS OIRMTORATK 

Ministry of Public Works Cr Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Genera! Tenders Announcement. 

Invitation to Tenders No. (212,213/92) 

Local contractors classified in field of buildings classification first or second and international contractors in the same 
field and classification who are interested in participating in this tender are requested to contact the Government 
Tender Directorate at Ministry of Public Works and Housing, Amman, Jordan to receive tender documents starting 
from 5/12/1992 and in accordance with the following terms: 

Tender Description Last date Last date 

No. for purchase for submit 

of Tender of Tender 

Documents 


(212/92) 


(213/92) 


1. Construction of Burma Seco. 29/12/1992 

boys school area/(3595)m : , Jarash. 

2. Construction of AI Kitteh Seco. girls school area/ 

(3227)nr, Jarasb. 

1. Construction of AI Deir AI Sharki Seco. 2/1/1993 

girls school area/(3227)m 2 , Jarash 

2. Construction of Daher AI Sero Elem. girls school 
area/(2981)nr, Jarash- 


5/1/1993 Tuesday 


9/1/1993 Saturday 


a. The project partially financed by the sector loan. 

b. Work load will be considered in awarding. 

c. Tender price JD 200 for each tender set (non-refundable). 

d. Offers shall be submitted lo the Government Directorate before 13:30 local time on the mentioned date. 

Chairman, Central Tender Committe 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Basheer AI Jaghbeer 
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©affirmation of trust 


THE EIGHTH round of bilateral peace talks between 
Israel and tbe Arabs begins in Washington Monday 
with two positive notes: Tbe amendment to an Israeli 
law b anning contacts with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and tbe success. of the foreign 
ministers of Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt during 
their Beirut meeting Friday” in persuading the Palesti- 
nian side to continue the negotiations. 

The lifting of the archaic and self-defeating Israeli 
legislation prohibiting talks with members of the PLO 
could be a prelude to further erosion of the Jewish 
state’s rejection of the PLO as a partner In the peace 
process , Hopefully, the full Integration of the sole 
recognised representative of the Palestinians into the 
peace talks could be the next step. This would remove 
one of the big retraining obstacles in efforts to resolve 
once and for all the Arab-Israeli conflict in all its 
dimensions. This development would also encourage 
the Palestinian side to have more faith in the peace 
process. 


The Arab foreign ministers’ decision to apply some 
“pressure” on the Palestinians to attend the next 
round of bilateral talks is a dear signal to Palestinian 
rejectionists that the concerned Arab capitals fed 
strongly enough about Palestinian continuation in the 
peace negotiations to insist on it. The divided Palesti- 
nian house on the viability of the peace negotiations 
with Israel has effectively hampered the Palestinian 
determination to explore the avenue of peace in order 
to settle their case. They must persevere and probe 
Israeli intentions to establish a modus vivendi -with 
them till the bitter ei^. The Arab countries’ dear 
position on tbe need to take part in the continuing 
rounds of the bilateral peace talks has effectively 
nulled the rug out from under the feet of those factions 
that would rather forsake the peace initiative than give 
it a chance to blossom and bear fruit. 


Whether the eighth round of talks will beeventfoi or 
not, in view of the wait-and-see perspective to which 
practically all the parties seem to subscribe pending 
the changing of the guard at the White House on 
January 20th, both sides of tbe fence are still 
committed to the search for a just and permanent 
resolution of the Palestinian ’question and the other 
Arab-Israeli conflicts. This proves beyond any shadow 
of doubt that the faith and trust in the US-brokered 
peace initiative is still strong and vibrant. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily said Saturday that the Arab foreign 
ministers' meeting held in Beirut was of paramount importance 
coming on the eve of the eighth round of Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions in Washington. Dr. Abu Jaber and other heads of 
delegations have all stated that Arab coordination efforts were a 
reply to Yitzhak Rabin's manoeuvres and repeated attempts to 
create a lift in Arab ranks and sign separate deals with Arab 
parties, noted the daily. A united Arab ftont is not only a 
necessary step for the Arabs to ensure their rights but it is also a 
means of exposing the true stand of the Israeli government before 
the world public opinion, added die paper, ft said that the first 
reaction to Israel's procrastination came from its ally, the United 
States, which blamed ferae! for the slow progress in the talks 
aimed at a peaceful settlement due mainly to Rabin's tactics. The 
paper underlined Jordan's continued role to cement a united 
Arab stand vis-a-vis Israel's manoeuvres, noting that King 
Hussein has repeatedly stressed that Jordan can never go it alone 
with Israel and that Arab coordination was of utmost importance 
for all parties. At the same time, said the daily, Jordan was 
instrumental in exposing Israel’s evil intentions which aimed at 
keeping Europe away from the peace process. Tbe paper said that 
King Hussein has been urging France and tbe European countries 
to assume a meaningful role in this process and help remove all 
obstacles placed by Israel in the path of peace. Tbe paper cast 
gloom on the outcome of the coming session noting that as it takes 
place at a transitional moment at the White House, nothing 
serious can be expected to come from the upcoming meetings. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i daily criticised the Islamic foreign ministers 
who held a meeting last week in Saudi Arabia, noting that the 
outcome of their deliberations came to nought- This meeting 
proved that Saudi Arabia has the power to gather delegates from 
more than 40 Islamic nations and then allow them to leave 
through the back doors without achieving anything, said Tareq 
Masarweh. The conference has ended in failure since the Muslim 
people in the Bosnia Herzegovina have not received any help 
from the Muslim nations, while the Serbian attacks continue 
unabated, said the writer. The conference also failed since the 
question of Somalia which was reviewed by the ministers 
remained unsolved, with thousands dying of starvation daily. The 
writer said that while the Arabs failed to send any food supplies to 
Somalia, the United States chose to send troops to the African 
nation without being asked to do so by the Muslim countries. He 
also noted that the United States has so far refrained from sending 
troops to former Yugoslavia to end the Serbian aggression 
although the Muslim countries have been demanding that force 
should be used to stop the Serbs. At the same time the writer 
noted, that the United States continues its efforts to dismember 
Iraq, starve its people and prevent Islamic nations from extending 
help to the Iraqi population. The writer called on the Islamic 


countries to free themselves from tutelage and subjugation to 

be of benefit to 


others and take meaningful decisions that can 
their nations. ... 
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A prudent budget for 1993 


Traditionally, the central government budget used to grow faster 
than tbe national economy. In 1990 and 1991, for instance, public 
expenditure (the budget) reached 46.9 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP), which is a very high percentage, and an 
indication of an inflated role of government in the economic life 
of the country. 

Thanks to the Economic Adjustment Programme, the ratio of 
tire budget to GDP declined to 40.9 per cent in 1992. A further 
decline to 39.2 per cent is planned for 1993, an indication of a new 
healthy development in the right direction. Hie 1993 budget 
increased in absolute figures, but at a rate lower than the rate of 
economic growth. 

This is of course the best and safest way to correct the 
distortion. Any attempt to reduce public expenditure would be 
extremely difficult in practical terms, and very costly in social and 
political terms. This course of action is possible only in an 
environment of high economic growth, which is the case in Jordan 
since mid-1991, i.e., in the aftermath of the Gulf war. 

To understand and evaluate the trends underlying the draft 
budget of 1993, it would not be productive to compare its figures 
with the corresponding figures of the 1992 budget, which has no 
more value except in judging the ability of the budget managers in 


making accurate predictions. It is more meaningful to make the 
comparison with the actual figures of the 1992 as reesb mated 


now. 


To prove the above point, we draw tbe attention to the fact that 
domestic revenue projected for 1993 is 27.5 per cent above roe 
corresponding figure for domestic revenue in the 1992 budget Tms 
suggests that domestic revenue may have been overstated in the 
1993 budget to a large degree. However, the picture 
more convincing and credible when we find out that the 1993 
budget expected growth in domestic revenue of no more than 4.2 
per cent above the level actually achieved in 1992. Which is way 
below the estimated growth rate of 15 per cent in current prices of 
the gross domestic product. 

Oh the other hand, the recurring expenditure projected in foe 
1993 budget was above the actual reestimated expenditure of 1992 
by only JD 55.7 million, or 5.9 per cent. 

Capital expenditure allowed for 1993 is only 3.2 per cent higher 
than the ailoted amount in the 1992 budget, but it is 25 per cent 
above the capital expenditure actually incurred in 1992. 
There is, of course, no reason to believe that sue* a big amount 
will be actually spent in 1993. 


In general, foe total budget for the 1993 rcffccts a ^rimt 
per cent in current prices, and almost zero growth m co . 

into account that tbe gross domestic product in j 
grew at 11.9 per cent in 1992 in real terms, we can reafisefo 
Jordanian government had abandoned foe poBcy of canc 
growth of its budget. It is .giving foe private sector an; men . 
role to play. Privatisation starts with a - smaller ..{judge 
liberated economy. Tbe 1993 budget was a stflp^fbrwaxtrr 
right direction. The high growth of revenue is not being su 
bya similar increase in expenditure. It is partially used to * 
the deficit. ~ 

Tbe deficit in the 1993 draft budget, before foreign gta 
projected to be JD 197.9 million. It may rise to JD 342^ nft ; 
we add off-budget payments of interest related to foe An&aj 
Fund. Tbe above economic deficit will be covered by 31 
million of foreign grants, and JD 192_9 million of net bond 
Most likely, borrowing will be less, due to tbe expect edsarii 
foe capital expenditure budget. All in all, the budget wfflsj 
deficit of 5.5 per cent of GDP, which will turn out to-be’ a 
3.7 per cent, which is in Ene with the targets set by the adjust 
programme. ^ 
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Building peace needs a solid foundation 


By Abdul Jawad Saleh 


THE search for a just and 
comprehensive settlement ro 
foe Arab-Israeli conflict is like- 
ly to be a long and weary one, 
and unless the proper criteria 
are established right now, it 
will also be futile. Unless the 
foundations are solid, the 
peace will not stand. 

Given the unjust and conces- 
sionary opening terms of refer- 
ence upon which the peace 
process was launched a year 
ago, there is an even greater 
necessity to ensure that any 
agreement reached between 
Israel and tbe various Arab 
parties facilitates, and does not 
foreclose, the attainment of 
each party's legitimate rights. 

Arab states have castigated 
Israeli attention to the princi- 
ples of tbe negotiations as 
“foot-dragging" and as evi- 
dence of Israel's unwillingness 
to meaningfully engage in the 
process. But what is becoming 
more obvious is that such 
attention to basic definitions is 
vital ^because foe final settle- 
ment will be determined by 
agenda agreements and pro- 
cedural modalities. While 
Israel has indeed been trying to 
exasperate the Arab parties, 
just as they did during the 
negotiations of 1949 when they 
occupied Urn Rashrash (Eilat), 
they have also been trying to 
establish the groundwork to 
ensure that their terms of 
peace, which exclude the “land 
for peace” formula, ultimately 
predominate. 

For years Israel has fought 
over terminology, procedural 
modalities and the composition 
of foe Palestinian delegation, 
as part of its ulterior motive to 
deny tbe connection of the 
Palestinian people to their land 
and specifically to Jerusalem, 
and foils to reject their right to 
self-determination. Conces- 
sions granted to Israel through 
“terminology” facilitate 
Israel's attempts to denigrate 
the Palestinian people into an 
ethnic ‘ minority, ’ whose rights 
are limited to foe running of 
their daily affairs bat not their 
land, economy or resources. 
Thus the proposed Palestinian 
administrative council will be 
restricted to implementing 
military orders issued by an 
Israeli military government 
which will remain foe source of 
authority. This will constitute 
de facto annexation and the 
establishment of greater Israel. 
In addition, acceptance of the 
terms “t e rr o rism" and “terror- 
ists,'' which have no common 
understanding, and in light of 
Israel's usage of such terms to 
describe, for example, the in- 
tifada, facilitates Israel's cam- 
paign to denigrate legitimate 
Palestinian activists. 


Given the historical antece- 
dents of the conflict, it must be 
established that the territories 
occupied in 1967 are both 
“Palestinian” and “under 
occupation,” and thus necessi- 
tate an Israeli withdrawal. B> 
defining the West Bank and 
Gaza as “territories presently 
under Israeli military govern- 
ment control,*’ without an 
understanding that the territor- 
ies are under occupation, and 
that 242 explicitly requires 
withdrawal, at a certain stage, 
a peaceful settlement becomes 
impossible. As Haider Abdul 
Shaft, the head of the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team, is re- 
ported to have said to Israel's 
team leader Elyakim Rubin- 
stein, “if the land is not occu- 
pied in the interim phase how 
will it come to be occupied 
later?" 

Israel has consistently re- 
jected the idea of having de- 
ft ned “national" boundaries 
and a constitution which binds 
its political and military estab- 
lishments to the principles of 
international law. This failure 
to delineate boundaries has 
allowed Israel to impose its 
territorial jurisdiction over 
areas which surpass the limits 
of the U.N. partition plan of 
1947. Conceding that territo- 
rial compromise is to be based 
only on territories occupied in 
1967 has given Arab and inter- 
national recognition of Israeli 
control over these areas occu- 
pied in 1948, as Israel proper. 

According to David Singer, 
convener of the “Jordan is 
Palestine” committee, tbe 
basic policy guidelines of the 
Labour Likud 1988 coalition 
government's programme state 
that “Israel will oppose the 
establishment of an additional 
Palestinian state in the Gaza. 
District and in the area be- 
tween Israel and Jordan.” 

The words, “additional 
Palestinian state” he says, 
“were chosen very deliberately 
because there was clear recogr 
nition by both Labour and 
Likud that there was already in 
existence in 80 per cent of 
former Palestine a Palestinian 
state called Jordan. ..Mr. 
Rabin himself has proclaimed 
that Jordan comprises almost 
four-fifths of Palestine.” 

Mr. Singer suggests that the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry should 
“continuously promote and 
disseminate this information to 
a world that continues to be- 
lieve that the Palestinian Arabs 
are stateless and lack self- 
determination.” These terri- 
tories, Israel claims, were “de- 
signated by the mandate for 
reconstitution as a Jewish 
state; they were, by interna- 
tional law, inseparable parts of 


the State of Israel... Judea. 
Samaria and Gaza are, then, 
not conquered territories, and 
foe rules of the Geneva Pro- 
tocols relating to military con- 
quered territories do not apply 
to them ; nor do Security Coun- 
cil Resolutions 242 and 338.” 
The joint Republican and 
Democrat Baltimore confer- 
ence of 1942, which endorsed 
transfer, as well as foe revela- 
tions of Alec Kirkbride, the 
architect of British policy in 
the Middle East, in his book 
“Crackle of Thorns,” of the 
existence of a Western allies' 
plan to transfer Palestinians to 
Jordan once the Jewish state 
was established, help explain 


Jordan; and secondly, in 
accepting such a definition foe 
Arabs will have voluntarily 
given np the international 
■ rights to the occupied territor- 
ies, in whit* Israel was consi- 
dered a belligerent power 
occupying another state's 
lands. For whereas the disen- 
gagement of 1988 was only 
administrative, legitimising it 
through an international agree- 
ment would give Israel a great 
advantage. According to inter- 
national law this constitutes a 
cession of territories, and 
might lead to a '"recognition, 
which stops third parties,” the 
Palestinians in this case, “from 
contesting foe validity of a 


law, silence of parties con- 
cerned might be interpreted as 
an implied recognition of such 
an agreement, especially when 
it is endorsed by one partner of 
a joint-delegation. In such a 
case, under international law, 
there are two steps which could 

be taken; first, foe Palestinian 
people's legitimate claim to the 
occupied territories would 
need to be recorded with va- 
rious international bodies, 
such as tbe U.N., EC and the 
Arab League, reaffirming their 
territorial rights and unequivo- 
cally asserting their inalienable 
rights, which foe definition 
might otherwise jeopardise. 

PLO could 


And second, foe 
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nloited by foe strong 
Ultimately, the .Jibs 



Israel's rejection of Arab 
sovereignty over tbe Palesti- 
nian occupied territories of 
1967, whether Palestinian or 
^Jordanian; the de facto 
annexation inherent in its poli- 
cy of denying citizenship to tbe 
Palestinian population; its de- 
nial of tbe Palestinians' right of 
self-determination; and its 
handling of the intifada. Ulti- 
mately, Israel’s heinous solu- 
tion of foe “Palestinian prob- 
lem” is foe transfer, compul- 
sory or voluntary, of the 
Palestinian people. To achieve 
this goal Israel has. since 1967, 
systematically attacked the 
Palestinians' human and eco- 
nomic existence. Therefore the 
recognition of the mandatory 
borders does not necessarily 
guarantee Jordan’s security. 

Hie recognition of the man- 
datory boundaries has, I be- 
lieve, two inherent flaws: first- 
ly, it could be argued that in 
1920 these boundaries included 


recognised title.” 

It would thus be made easier 
for foe Israelis to claim title for 
tbe “military controlled 
areas;" that is, disputed areas 
without a proper tide, even 
though foe physical existence 
of foe Palestinian people on its 
own homeland, since rofllenia. 
constitutes, according to inter- 
national law, its own • 
sovereignty which cannot be 
denied. If foe status of cessa- 
tion is proved applicable, 
which Israel claims, and 'in 
the absence of any express 
settlement in a treaty of ces- 
sion, foe public property (state 
land — estimates of which vary 
from 60-80 per emit of foe 
West Bank) of the ceding state 
(Jordan) becomes automatical- 
ly foe property of foe cession- 
ary state (Israel), and foe pub- 
lic taw of foe ceding state is 
replaced by that of foe cession- 
ary state.” 

According to international 


consider dedaring the nego- 
tiating team as port of a pro- 
visional government, to pre- 
empt a political vacuum occur- 
ring in the tight of such an 
agreement regarding foe status 
of the occupied territories. 
This might help eliminate these 
negative ramifications. Such a 
move should only be made 
though after consultations with 
the international community, 
the Arab League and interna- 
tional legal experts, to ensure 
there would be de facto recog-’ 
nition of such an entity, “im- 
plying acceptance of the claim 
of the recognised (Palestinian) 
government to exercise juris- 
diction within its own terri- 
tory.” 


good faith ajkTtf’ino 
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In addition, foe vague de- 
finition of “military control ” 
by which tbe Israelis might 
exclude Jerusalem and the 
Jewish settlements, which 
together account for more than 


Whilst lawyers and * ' 
have written endlessly c = . 
constitutes intonation 
“it remains for thejsff'^ .. 
states concerned ^ to ;■ 
whether they dearie 1 o 
1 their freedom of ***? :~. 
such. . .commitments. _ 
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cretion — the refugees a 
tion in Arab countries- 



Weapons programme could 
put Iran, U.S. on collision course 


By Jim Wolf 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Iran has 
launched a $2 billion -a -year 
rearmament drive that could put 
it on a collision course with the 
incoming Qinton administration, 
experts inside and outside the 
U.S. government say. 

They say Iran is spending that 
much annually on a steady buti- ' 
dup of forces and defence indus- 
tries devastated by its 1980-88 
war with Iraq, including what is 
widely believed to be a nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Robert Gates, head of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA), 
said last week that Iran’s ruling 
Islamic fundamentalists might 
pose a threat to U.S. and allied 
interests in the Gulf within three 
to five years. 

“Is it a problem today?” Mr. 


Gates asked rhetorically in a pub- 
lished interview. “Probably not. 
But three, four, five years from 
now it could be a serious prob- 
lem.” 

According to a New York 
Times report, a new CIA study 
has concluded that Tehran is 
making progress towards de- 
veloping a nuclear weapon and 
may have one by the year 2000. 

The CIA declined to confirm 
or deny the report, but it appears 
certain to preoccupy President- 
elect Bill Clinton, who accused 
President George Bush during 
the election campaign of missing 
signs of Iraq's buildup before its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Iranian leaders deny any in- 
terest in developing a miciear 
weapon. Tehran's U.N. envoy, 
Kama! Kharrazi, has said in a 
television interview that Iraq- 
might be instigating such reports 


to create “Iran-phobia” in the 
United States. 

But Tehran has purchased adv- 
anced aircraft, tanks, missiles and 
nuclear technology from Russia, 
China and North Korea, among 
others, said Yossef Bodansky, 
. who tracks Iran as director of the 
U.S. House of Representatives’ 
task force on terrorism and un- 
conventional warfare. 

A top Iranian Navy comman- 
der. Rear Admiral Abbas 
Mohtaj, has confirmed that Iran 
had bought three submarines 
from Russia. The first, a Kilo- 
class attack craft, joined Iran’s 
fleet in the southern Gulf earlier 
this month. 

U.S. experts say the introduc- 
tion of submarines spells a new 
strategic challenge in the Strait of 
Hormuz, through which about 20 
per cent of the world’s oil flows 
each year. 


“Fm very suspicious of Iranian 
intentions," said Kenneth Katz- 
man of the congressional research 
service, author of the forthcom- 
ing book. “The Warriors of 
Islam.” 

“They've just got their tenta- 
cles in more places now than at 
any time since tbe Islamic revolu- 
tion” led by tbe late Ayatollah 
Rubollafa Khomeini in the 1970s 
and ’80s, he said. 

That revolution, which toppled 
the U.S. -backed shah, led to 
foreign policy disasters for then- 
Presjdent Jimmy Carter, over the 
Tehran hostage crisis, and 
Ronald Reagan, whose adminis- 
tration was tarnished by secret 
arms sales to Iran. 

Tehran no longer openly 
threatens to subvert foe monar- 
chies of foe Gulf, but many lead- 
ing mullahs still regard the Un- 
ited States as the “great satan.” 
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Where would the %>rtu, 
difference go? 


To the Editor 


I enquired recently about the local price of a aewji;- 
European car with a two-htre engine. A price of JD 60.00G. •- 
given. . u „ 

Coma den tally, reading a business magazine later, thn? ’ - 

mature article on the manufacturer which said the satneca^--. • ; 

F^ n (^ n f ,ne hai * recently been launched in America at a) • - - 
of SZ4.000 (equivalent to JD 16,000). 

Lan anyone explain to this temporary resident of Jordan • - 
foe astonishing difference in price? , . 

W. => 

P.O. BoxJBS* 

Amman. 


™ » Time l . wefco «« letters and contributions bed. 

^ey wish to tackle. Utters intended,- 
contain the writer's fuU ^ r 
? If 35 hlames can be withheld 
editine The ^ nder 5peaa/ circumstances. Letters are 
o^^cripa WSpaper “ not responsible for the return of.™* 
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\ Iraqi artist 
challenges 
perception 
of space 
^;;s.and time 

By Curt Ryan 
. and 

Stephanie Genkin 

‘ . Special to the Jordan Times 

^■ trV'vMMAN — A visit to the 
/Jordan National Gallery of 
n '-Wnne Arts provides aesthetic 
=\. -^'nd visual challenges; with the 
' ddhioft of Iraqi artist Shakir 

- - w lassan A1 Said’s latest exhibi- 
-Sjiv'ion, the gallery offers an 
'v^Vdded intellectual challenge 

■ the Arab art world, Mr. A1 
;^id is renowned not only as a 

sading artist, but also as an 
innovative philosopher. 

■; . ■ Wrestling with rhe flat sur- 

:? 'V''ace on which he paints, Mr. 
Said attempts to break from 
he confines of the two-dimen- 
world. His work reflects 
A ongoing interest in the rela- 
ionship between time, space 
Ad human consciousness. In 
inter to capture the essence of 
xistential time, Mr. A! Said 
m ploys a combination of tech- 
aqacs which emphasise depth 
nd movement. 

; Abstract concepts are ex- 
’ire«ed through synthesising 
'.' -quares and arrows with Ara- 
- j. r ic letters and numbers which 
" reate new curves, lines and 
V bapcs to explore the possibili- 
' ■ :\ es of space. 

^ ' Mr . A1 Said's collection por- 
-ays his conception of spatial 
“ me through the use of mixed 
* j-iedia collages on paper, and 
;- ‘il painting* on wood or even 
. usonite. But perhaps the 

- lost unique expression of his 
: . leas is represented through a 
r roes of works entitled “Dou- 

face" and “Unfaced mir- 
.. Jrs,” in which the artwork 
ppears on both sides of the 
-aper encased in upright glass. 

■ : -.his technique renders not 

- nly a sense cif continuity, but 
.-’ ■ also allows the visitors to 

lew both sides of the same 
- :mporal space. 

- "V. lit. all Mr.'Al Said's works. 

' . jxture plays a prominent role 

t conveying depth, through 
.tyers of paper and newsprint 
..'Jr cpUage, as well as thick 
Jsvey strokes of paint. 

. depth, is further 

; yjjjieyi^d ' both by addirj£ 
/ ietfia. and by subtracting 
■ teaf -r. producing holes and 
• ' racks across the surface, 
ogeffier, these techniques 

- . ; ’" L ad media allow the visitor to 
. " ike a journey through space 
--Td time. 

- ■“ Mr. ' A1 Said's exhibition, 

' : oen until Dec. 21, is surely a 
' raUenge to die open-minded. 

-or the less adventurous, 

- - awever, the Jordan National 
.' '<alleiy of Fine Arts offers a 
•' lore eclectic sampling of mod- 
: -m Arab and Islamic art not to 
missed. 


Kuwaiti government sidesteps confrontations with parliament 


KUWAIT f AP) — The govern- 
ment appeares to have headed off 
confrontations with parliament 
on two of the emirate’s most 
explosive political issues: "The 
1990 Iraqi invasion and alleged 
mishandling of Kuwait's multi- 
billion dollar overseas invest- 
ments. 

Parliament voted to appoint a 
committee to investigate the gov- 
ernment's handling of the inva- 
sion and referred the investments 
scandal to the state's accounting 
office. 6 

But the committee’s powers 
will be limited primarily to refer- 
ring any case of negligence over 
the invasion it finds to the judici- 
ary for further action rather than 
impeaching ministers or military 
commanders. 

That appeared to be comprom- 
ise between the government and 
parliament over the controversial 
issue which has dominated poli- 
tics since Kuwait was liberated by 
U.S.-led coalition forces in 
February 1991 after a seven 
month Iraqi occupation. 

The opposition had demanded 
a committee that would be able to 
hold government officials 
accountable for any mistakes 
made before, during and after the 
Aug. 2, 1990 invasion. 

But the government has 


favoured a fact-finding commit- 
tee. with no powers, drawn from 
the opposition-dominated parlia- 
ment and outside. 

"This is a satisfactory formula 
for all parties concerned... we. as 
deputies of the people, are just 
looking for the truth and it's not 
in our interest to clash with any- 
body," pro-government legislator 
Talal Al Saeed said after Tues- 
day’s vote. 

Dhari Al Othman. minister of 
state for cabinet affairs and a 
deputy prime minister, said the 
committee's investigation should 
be aimed at learning from the 
invasion experience to avoid such 
calamities in the future. 

"The Iraqi regime is responsi- 
ble for the criminal act of the 
morning of Aug. 2." he declared. 

Investigating the government’s 
failure to anticipate the Iraqi 
invasion and why the military 
response was so ineffective, even 
though Kuwait's forces were 
heavily outnumbered by the Iraqi 
army, and the investments scan- 
dal were the hottest issues in the 
Oct. 5 elections for the 50- 
member parliament. 

In Tuesday's vote. 35 of the 30 
lawmakers present approved set- 
ting up the nine-member inves- 
tigative committee. 

The other three abstained. 


They included Ahmad Al 
Khateeb, a prominent critic of 
the government and leader of the 
Democratic Forum opposition 
group. 

Despite its election triumph, 
the opposition has been far less 
muscular than expected and 
heightened the belief that the 
ruling Al Sabah family has been 
able so far to harness the opposi- 
tion within the Kuwait's tradi- 
tional political structure domin- 
ated by the Al Sabahs. 

The opposition’s main b raw- 
back is its fragmentation. There is 
no cohesive power bloc and the 
establishment appears to have 
been able to exploit the differ- 
ences between the opposition 
groups. 

The opposition and their allies 
won 35 seats in the October poll, 
the first since the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, dis- 
solved parliament in 1986 for 
criticising the government. 

The scandal over the state-run 
Kuwait Investment Office's 
(KIO) funds in Spain is another 
issue on which government have 
been expected to clash with par- 
liament. 

The KIO's admission it has lost 
S5 billion on industrial invest- 
ments in Spain in recent years, 
while making hefty profits for 


SPANISH EXHIBITION CENTRE 

Announces the arrival of the famous Spanish Manterol blankets for the 
1993 winter season — 

Attractive Colours Modern Style Unique Taste 



institutional and Kuwaiti inves- Parliament Tuesday decided that the assembly's financial com- "There’s a Feeling of uneasiness 
tors that were transferred to that the accounting office, jhe mittee should look into foreign and concern about investigations 

hitherto unrevealed external highest accounting authority in investments in general. carried out by the government." 

accounts, has caused an uproar. Kuwait, should investigate and Mr. Khateeb declared: 



When you ask people why they choose 
DHL, every answer is different. Some 
simply say they want the best, the 
fastest and the most reliable air express 
service to care for their shipments. 
Others will tell you about how DHL 
understands their business and helps 
Them to meet vital deadlines. Still others 
will tell you remarkable stories of the 
extra trouble a DHL employee will take 


to guarantee customer satisfaction. 
Whatever way they answer, DHL 
customers all have one thing in common. 
They know they've made the right 
choice. We couldn't express it better. 
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Gunmen 


(CoeAkned from page 1) 

- its 86 delegates in Somalia and 
ght evacuate some if the atua- 
n worsens, 

3m an ICRC spokesman said 
.-:allrSwtss humanitarian agency 
old continue to tiy to feed 1.2 
Ukm people despite continued 
King and anarchy m the ooun- 

“The situation in Somalia is 
ttxng worse every day an 
'RC statement said. 
w An improvement in security 
..petitions is essential: The very 
rriva! of the. Somali population 
at stake." 

A spokesman told Reuters: 

. ie ljCRC has put in place a 
inforced security arrangement. 

- guarantee the security of our 


delegates." 

"we have tried to reinforce the 
area of telecommunications 
which seems essential," he said. 
Radio contacts had been im- 
proved between the ICRC dele- 
gates, scattered in 12 places in 
Somalia, and the Geneva head- 
quarters. 

He added: “If the situation 
should deteriorate, some of the 
delegates, such as the veterina- 
rians for example, who are not 
urgently needed, might be evacu- 
ated to Nairobi.” See related 
stories on page 2. 

Somalis meeting in the Ethio- 
pian capital Saturday called on 
the U.S.-led troops preparing to 
enter Somalia to disarm and de- 
mobilise armed gunmen looting 
relief assistance as a priority. 


Job Opportunity 

i . Amman Plaza Hotel is seeking a young dynamic 
sales department secretary. 

With the following qualifications; 

- Minimum experience of 2 years in a 5 star hotel. 

- Fluent in English and Arabic (bilingual) 

- Must have typing skills in Arabic and English. 

- Capable of working on computer and word 
processor. 

- Knowledge of filing and correspondence 

■ If you are interested in applying for the above post, 
kindly present yourself in person to the Human 
Resources Dept-during working hours from 10 am 
* to 4 pm with G.V, recent photo and passport 
particulars. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, Affl FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
deliveries .customs 

CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

msimmffixw 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Teh659519 659520 


JORDA 



CROWN 

i INTX EST. a 
m Packing, shipping, 1 
a forwarding, storage, 1 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 
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E&1S SENTSE FOB 
YQBIK BESTT 

m 

* Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
*■ Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 

* Keys Service 

☆ Upholslry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Sen/ice 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 









Let Aramex AirCargc 
take care of the works 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 


i IS ( tl 


J’rofussiooal Quu^ty in 
i Hdur Service 
Develop yOur colour at 
our shop and get:- 

6 SEJ&1I2® p&a&e 


* ea* ffaurgi ©- 

mens ZB. j£. 30 cm 

% * ! V 

Shmetsaai - T^p^Griodlays 
Bank. Pfeone: 6 Q 4042 ‘ 
Swefiefa td: 82.3S5>1 


' CHENS 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight > 


JJttM'AFJ E0RKES3 'IPDiilEEIEir 
TnEATOpn^ETr 


announces its new service 
AMMAN - AIRPORT - AMMAN 

with its modem air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every half an hour from 
either Abdali Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 750 His per trip. 

Enquiries: 664146 


4 RENT & SALE 

•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details,, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyy3h Girls School 

Tahaaway baoaUabto 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


liApreE 


Amman -Tel- 668 193 
PO Bov 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



robe away ts swaEEaMe 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



Once Tasted 
Afwatfs Loved 





HOTEL • 
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■ -INTERNATIONAL 


Fridays. 

SUNDAY 

LUNGNEON 
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Legal pressure mounts 
on sports federations 


LONDON (R) — In days of old 
.when sport was supposedly hon- 
ourable and a dignified hand- 
shake. 

Rich well-bred athletes would 
no more have dreamed of going 
to law than flying to the moon. 

Today, lawsuits are common- 
place and the lawyers have joined 
the athletes aboard the sporting 
gravy train as international gov- 
erning bodies battle to retain 
control of their sports. 

World sport appeared ro be 
facing a crisis Friday with rulings 
in three major doping cases in 24 
hours. 

In the U.S. a court awarded an 
unprecedented $27.3 million in 
damages to American track star 
Butch-Reynolds who sued the In- 
ternational Amateur Athletic 
Federation over a disputed posi- 
tive dope test. 

In Britain, the International 
Swimming Federation slapped an 
18-moBtb' doping ban on German 
former world champion Astrid 
Strauss, who had previously done 
a deal with her national federa- 
tion to limit the ban to six 
months. 

In the British High Court, the 
Aga Khan, one of the world's 
leading owners, failed in his 
attempt to challenge the author- 
ity of the British jockey club over 
the disqualification of one of his 
horses whose urine contained a 
banned substance. 

But the main focus of attention 


was the spectacular award to 
Reynolds which prompted 
breakfast-time crisis meetings 
among the lawyers at the lAAFs 
London headquarters. 

Because it is based in Britain, 
the IAAF insists it is beyond the 
jurisdiction of the U.S. courts. It 
has said it will not pay Reynolds a 
cent. 

The Reynolds case, which has 
dragged on for two years, lent 
weight to recent calls for the IOC 
to become a universal authority 
with power to sit in judgement on 
doping disputes. 

FINA's decision to increase her 
ban was a further embarrassment 
for German sport which is still 
ensnared in the case of Katrin 
Krabbe, the double world sprint 
champion who is seeking to over- 
turn a four-year doping ban. 

Krabbe and fellow former east 
Germans Grit Breuer and Si Ike 
Moeller used a technicality in 
June to escape an earlier ban for 
rigging urine samples. 

But Krabbe, Breuer and 
Manuela Derr were suspended 
again in September when they 
admitted taking the drug clen- 
buterol. 

The case was further compli- 
cated when the suspension of two 
British weigbtlifters, sent home 
from the Barcelona Olympics af- 
ter testing positive for clen- 
buterol. was subsequently lifted 
by the British Amateur Weight- 
lifting Association. 


IW® ms NEWS IN BRIEF 
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No reprieve for Liverpool 

BERNE (R) — Liverpool's hopes of replacing Spartak Moscow in 
the European Cup Winners' Cup were dashed Friday when FIFA 
ruled that midfielder Mikhail Rusayev’s disputed registration with 
the Russian club was acceptable. The qualification of Spartak 
Moscow for the quarter-finals of the European Cup Winners’ Cup 
is hereby confirmed, the European soccer body UEFA said in a 
statement. Both Liverpool and Avenir Beggen of Luxembourg, 
beaten in the first round by a Spartak side including Rusayev, had 
hopes of playing off for a March quarter-final place against 
Feyenoord Rotterdam if Spartak had been disqualified. 

Paris crush Bordeaux to go top 

PARIS (R) — Paris St Germain crushed once-great Bordeaux 
3-0 to go top of the French League Friday. Nantes were held 1-1 
at Jowly Valenciennes to stay level on points with the pacesetters 


but second on goal difference- Paris, who have spent millions in 
order to end Marseille’s supremacy, travel to Nantes next week 
for a much-awaited dash between the two most impressive sides 
in France this season. ( - — 

Bin SuSayem re-emerges as top Arab driver 

DUB \I (AP) — Mohammed Bin Sulayem underlined his 
position as the Arab world’s top driver again with an emphatic 
victory in the Dubai International Rally that concluded Friday. 
The defending U AE star took his Toyota Celica to an overwhelm- 
ing 17-minute success in the final event of the 1992 FISA Middle 
East series from Saudi Arabia's newly crowned regional cham- 
pion Mamdouh Khayat. 

Bucks* Abdelnaby feces drug charge 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Milwaukee Bucks forward Alaa Abdel- 
naby says he can't talk about an arrest tha; could lead to charges 
of possessing marijuana. "Just because we’re reviewing charges 
doesn't mean there is going to be a charge, it doesn't mean there’s 
not," Milwaukee county assistant district attorney Stephanie 
Rothstein said. "The investigation is going on.’’ A published 
report in Boston this week said the Bucks were considering 
trading Abdelnaby, a Cairo, Egypt native who moved to the 
United States with his parents when he was 2 years old, to the 
Celtics for the rights to unsigned first round pick John Barry. The 
6-foot-10 (208-centimetre) Abdelnaby, in bis third NBA season 
from Duke, has averaged 5.6 points and 3.3 rebounds in 11 games 
as a backup for the Bucks. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTO OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

«AKQ7 :K106 983 *Q105 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 ‘ 1 : Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — No znauer how weak a vulner- 
able overcall yuur partner has 
made, this hand must offer reason- 
able pJa> i'or game. Jump to four 
hearts. Don’t put pressure on part- 
ner by just bidding three hearts — 
that's invitational in standard 
methods and partner would pass on 
many hands where- game is 
laydown. 

Q.2— - Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

*KJ73 Q6 Q852 *QJ4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Pass I ♦ Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you hid now? 

A. — You prefer partner's first suit, 
but a simple preference of two dia- 
monds would seem inadequate. 
Nevertheless, that would be our 
choice nn this collection of overrat- 
ed queens and jacks — unless you 
have nn agreement that a jump to 
three diamonds would be invita- 
tional. not forcing. 

Q.3 — Boih vulnerable, ns South 
you huld: 

♦KJ73 .Q6 :Q8o2 *QJ4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Pass I i Pass 

2 4 Pass ? 

What do viju bid now? 

A.— Don’t do anything rash. Your 
values are mostly soft and partner 
might have only three-card support. 
For the moment, bid three dia- 
monds. If partner returns to spades, 
showing four-cord support, you 


should pass 1 . North had the option 
of jumping to four spades with 
sound values and four-card support 
and rejected it. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KJ73 ;Q6 QS52 +QJ4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 *'■ Pass I * Pass 

2 . Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You could raise to three dia- 
monds. but this does not look like 
the sort of hulding that will stretch 
to 1 1 tricks. If there is a game in the 
hand, it will likely be in three no 
tmmp. Invite partner to the dance 
by rebidding two no trump. 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KJ73 Q6 Q852 *QJ4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I Pass I * Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You are in the slam zone, but 
you don't even know yet where you 
want to play. For the moment, {eke 
a false preference to three hearts 
and wait for partner to complete the 
picture of his band on the next 
round. 

Q.6-— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*QJ6 5 . QJ873 *QJ65 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A.— When we saw this hand 
played. South responded two dia- 
monds and the auction got out of 
hand. With a soft nine points in 
high cards and a singleton in part- 
ner's suit, this hand doesn’t merit a 
two -over-one response. Bid one no 
trump. 


U.S. and Switzerland tied 1-1 in Davis Cup 


FORT WORTH (R) — Andre 
Agassi sizzled but Jim Courier 
fizzled, leaving the heavily 
favoured United States and 
Switzerland deadlocked 1-1 in the 
Davis Cup tennis finals after Fri- 
day's singles. 

Agassi opened the best -of- five 
match tie by overwhelming Jakob 
Hlasek 6-1 6-2 6-2 in just 88 
minutes to extend his 1992 Davis 
Cup record to 7-0 and career 
mark to 19-4. 

But world number one Courier 
was left shellshocked by the 
monster serve of Olympic cham- 
pion Marc. Rosset in a five-set epic 
battle that kept fans on the edge 
of tbeir seats for four hours and 
23 minutes. 

The 35th- ranked Rosset. who 
also beat Courier this summer at 
the Olympics, unleashed 27 apes 
and 15 service winners and de- 
monstrated tremendous poise 
under the pressure of his first 
Davis Cup final to win 6-3 6-7 
(9-11 J 3-6 6-4 6-4. 

"It was a match I will remem- 
ber all my life," said the soft- 
spoken, gangling Rosset. 


“It was like playing in Switzer- 
land." he said referring to the 
Swiss fans, who were far louder 
despite being outnumbered by 
the home crowd in the 12.000 seat 
arena. 

The victory brought on a wild 
celebration from the boisterous 
1, 000-strong Swiss contingent, 
that sang, clanged cow bells and 
wildly waved flags throughout the 
match after having been silenced 
by Agassi's overpowering dis- 
play. 

Courier, whose Davis Cup re- 
cord dropped to 2-5. was shaken 
and upset and grudgingly gave 
brief responses to questions in the 
post-match interview. 

"I wish I played well," said 
Courier, the first American to 
end the year as the number one 
player in the world since John 
McEnroe in 1984. 

The finals now shift to Satur- 
day's pivotal doubles when 
McEnroe and Pete Sampras will 
try to recapture American 
momentum against Rosset and 
Hlasek. 

Courier appeared to have 


seized momentum in the third set 
after taking an amazingly tense 
1 1-9 second set tie-break in which 
both players squandered two set 
points each. 

The Australian and French 
Open champion won three suc- 
cessive games from 3-3, breaking 
Rosset's serve twice to take a two 
sets to one lead. 

But the traditional 10-minute 
break after the third set apparent- 
ly gave the Swiss giant a chance to 
regroup. 

The 6-foot-5 (1.96m) Rosset 
took the fourth set on the 
strength of a single service break 
in the fifth game' and jumped out 
to a commanding 4-1 fifth-set 
lead by breaking serve twice. 

Courier then dug down and 
appeared to be on the verge of a 
pulling off a great comeback. He 
broke Rosset for 4-2 and held 
double break point in the eighth 
game with a chance to level the 
set at 4-4. 

But Rosset would not be de- 
nied. He saved both break 
(points and served out the match 
before falling over flat onto his 


back in disbelief. 

“1 fought until the last pdint 
and that’s why I win,'’ be said. 

Rosset's teammate and doubles 
partner never had a chance 
against Agassi, who dominated 
from the first point and never let 
Hlasek into the match. 

Hlasek did not have a break 
point against Agassi until the 
final game of the match and only 
reached deuce against the Amer- 
ican's serve twice. 

Agassi was equally impressive 
returning Hlasek's serve and with 
his thundering groundstrokes. 

No matter what Hlasek tried, 
Agassi always seemed to have the 
answer. 

"I think I had him a little 
frustrated,” Agassi said. "If he 
came in, I won the point. He 
stayed back, I controlled the 
point. There really wasn’t too 
much I wasn’t doing extremely 
well today.” 

Agassi was so pumped up after 
his match he said: "I wish I could 
go out there and play Rosset right 

now." 


Bird has no regrets about retirement 


WALTHAM (AP) — The first 
100 days of Larry Bird's retire- 
ment passed peacefully with plen- 
ty of time to relax and no regrets 
about ending one of the greatest 
careers in basketball history. 

His still aching back reminds 
him that he made the right choice 
to walk away after 13 seasons. 
His keen eye watches the younger 
stars. And his sharp tongue 
shoots one liners as precisely as 
he fired 3-pointers. 

Bird met with reporters after 
the Boston Celtics practice Fri- 
day. 

"It's just a tittle boring,” he 
said of life away from the court. 

He misses the competition but 
not the travel. He has more time 
now for such business as the 
commercial he filmed one of the 
few times he has handled a bas- 
ketball since his retirement Aug. 
18. 

He recently returned to Boston 
following trips to Indiana and 
Florida and attended his first post 
retirement Celtics game against 
Chicago. 

"They were awful good seats," 
he said. "You could see just 
about everything that happens on 
the floor.” 

That's a familiar feeling for 
Bird.fcwho was among the best at 
seeing players develop. He’s find- 
ing his new vantage point easy to 
adjust to. 

"I’ve missed it. It’s something 
I’ve been doing for a lot of 
years,’’ he said. "If I felt good 
and retired on the spur of the 
moment I’d probably feel bad 
now. But now that I feel the 
effects on my back I don't want to 
be out there at all. It makes it 
easier on me mentally." 

Bird reached the 100-day mark 
of his retirement last month on 
die Thanksgiving holiday Nov. 
26, one day after the Celtics 
ended a six-game losing streak. 
They were oft to their worst start 
since 1978-79, the season before 
Bird joined them. 

But Boston won four of its next 



Larry Bird (7 left), who was part of the U.S. 
Olympic ‘dream team’ (above! says other Jordans 


and Johnsons are heading few the NBA but “not 
another Bird.” 


five and took a 6-9 record into 
Friday nigh't's game against 
Miami. 

Now he sees others — Shaquil- 
le O'Neal and Bird's Olympic 
teammates Scottie Pippen and 
Christian Lae finer — moving into 
the spotlight. 

"From playing with (Pippen) 
this summer I couldn't believe 
how good a ballplayer he is," 
Bird said. "I think Scottie Pippen 
is in the top three or four best 


players in the league." 

And he sees some of himself in 
O’Neal — a star who joined a 
struggling team and turned it 
around in his first pro season. 

"I thought he would average 
about 25 points and 13 or 14 
rebounds and that's about what 
he’s averaging," Bird said. 

O’Neal in Orlando is the latest 
example of how one player can 
have a huge impact on a franch- 
ise. That also was evident when 


Chicago struggled without an in- 
jured Michael Jordan, losing 101- 
96 as Bird watched. 

Bird played against college 
players in Olympic tuneups this 
summer and believes some great 
players are headed for the NBA. 

"There's going to be another 
ShaquiJIe. There’s going to be 
coming along," he said. 

And another Bird? 

“No," he said with a straight 
face, "not another Larry Bird.” 


Peanuts 


YES. SIR ..THIS PAMPHLET 
TELLS YOU ALL ABOUT TWE 
'6REAT PUMPKIN'.'.. I THINK 
YOU'LL REALLY LIKE (T... 





Andy Capp 



HELLO, PERCY. Wt 
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I YOUR THdUBLE, MATE ? J 
YOU'VE GOT A 

Serious attitude 
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THAT SHOULD PUT 
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Mutton’ Jeff 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 6*1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carton Ftighte rftjur* 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day when nothing carefully plan- 
ned seen* W work out as yoo web. 

Be wise and avoid depression or 
annoyance at obstacles and delays- 
Don’t jeopardize your image with 
the general public. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
fine day to make the changes that 
are difficult during the busy week- 
days and to look Tor the right ideas 
under which you can later go for- 
ward. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your instincts are sound today 
wfaac you can best do to please 
your attachment and at the same 
time make a rapid improvement in 
practical matters. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June . 21) 
Conditions come to light that give 
you the opportunity to forge ahead 
in the world of activity in a 
prosperous manner, tonight fulfill 
a promise to a partner. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A good day to make up 
your mud the scope and direction 
that any work of service or helpful- 
ness you are taking can last for 
sometime. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make 
whatever arrangements you now 
can to engage in different outlets 
that a pea! to youFj tighter and 
happiest side of your nature. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the day for yon to 


preoccupy yoursdf withinj 
your home or wfaetciyc 

famBy are concerned, q., . 
a new plan for tfKrfisjtp ■ 
LIBRA: (September^ ' 

22) Think about how yotf - 
be more articulate c 
views across and then osei 
means are at hand to jfa 
very dear manner. 

SCORPIO: (October 23'to 
ber 21) Use some of ttrisd^ 

least consult yoor new 
others reSabfe sources. «!-•- 
can. best dp to have a; r n-‘- 
prosperity and sbundanqe ’ 

SAGITTARIUS: (Now**,, ■>*’" 
December 21) Yoohave nv 
usual protection ia whate 
wish to do of a persona] & 
make decisions and put i 
motion at ones, then take 
tonight. 

CAPRICORN: (December 
January 20) Closet yotuse) 
confidant- of good rudgmt 
■find our the suggestmos H 
son wifi give to e than e 
whole, life style. 

AQUARIUS: (Jamiary 23 tc 
ary 19) Your vision is exccfl 
if yon think about it^eepty- 
be able to uncover just «w* 
can do to bring cherished 1 
into your orbit. . 
PISCES: (February 20, Kj^ 

20) A day to go into the pn 
as much as possible and wii . 
ever influential and promm 
sons are available to be wi 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harri 



‘Kiss me, big boy...and don’t stop^i- 
until my heartbeat shows up - X 
on the Richtemscaler 


Unscramble these lour Jumbiaa, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAt 
0 by Henri Arnold and BobL^ 

Srtencc— tootens, 

during JWt. 
jA after i 


BAYSS 


znz 

ic 




LOBAT 


zn 




TRIMOP 


rrxi~ 

l: ■ 

LOCASE 


□ 

zc 
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THEY PIPN / TUKE 
THEJff MATH 
[ INSTRUCTOR BECAUSE ■ 
HE AlWAYS SAVE 
THEM TH/S. . 


Now arrange the circled tottwstc 
form the surprise answer, as sufl- 
gesied by the above cartoon. • 


Printanwerhen: TTYXYYTTT 


(Answers Mondsr 

Yesterday’s I Jumbtes; NAIVE ONION FLATLY MUSLIN 

Answer What that soap opera about the petrotouffl- 
heirs was caBed— "OIL IN THE FAMH.V" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Lotos Saotray 


ACROSS 
1 Edison's 
birthplace 
6 Baby food 
SAntfiractta 

13 Proverb 

14 Isinglass 

15 Jason's craft 

16 Connected 

17 Gtarin or 
Borman 

19 Patch 

20 Brother 

Zf Vacuum tubes 

22 Bow 

23 Lard 

24 Hurrah 

25 Frightful 

28 Centaur shot by 
Hercules 
32 UKa pickle 
barrets 

34 Ready to fight 

36 Net or Giant 

37 Byway 

38 Walking — 

39 Loony 

40 incipient robin 

41 Kernels' covers 

42 Indiana eager 

43 Tyrant 

45 Kind of hatch 

47 — poetica 

48 Charged panide 

49 Spending 
stopper 

52 SL Fronds’ 
venue 

55 Bribe 

56 Gaelic 

57 Blast -ott 
preceder 

59 Far from spicy 
80 — ol Capri ' 

61 Notabta times 

62 More prevalent 

63 Memto's maiden 
name 

64 Data's toe 

65 Houston player 

DOWN 

1 Volcanic output 

2 Lazy guy 

3 Kennedy 
occasion* 

4 On in years 


m 

a 


m 

a 

a 

■ 



■ 

a 

■ 


m 

m 

i 

a 

■ 


u 

a 

■ 



ai 





5 Author Bumane 
8 Tower town 

7 Take steps 

6 Chaucerian tale- 


8 Pirogues 

10 Mouthward 

11 C hm 

12 Plenty 

14 Sd-fl aliens 
18 Lubric a ted 

20 Yonder 
23 Saute 

26 BIB 

27 Male quacker 

29 "ChaHenger," 
8-0- 

30 Prod 

31 Ry high 

32 Extorted money 
from 

,33 Hit the roof 
35 Kennedy flights 

38 Alien 

39 Lacuna 
41 Part of the 

earth's crust 


raranra nn^ra gntf 
nnnz] Bmnnn nnni 
.^□iTinnnnnnnnnP]”. 
oonoPiFi nnnn^‘ 

nnnnnn n.Y;nn 
nnnnn nmon nfw 

nnnEQDnuioHonnni. 

nnnR nnnrn onM 
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Quinn mrannn nnpj'- 


42 Crittctd knock 
44 Hurt 
46 Officer 

50 "Lou Oram" 

51 Card game 

52 Etcher's 
purchase 


53 MkWteB 

54 "Star Trek 

crew* n :L 

56 Barter % 
S6Yatestudon® - 
58 M*ttU ft** . 
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Kuwaitis want punishments over Spanish investments 


= ^fcrWAJT (R) — Kuwaiti com- 
--‘•Wntitots called Saturday for the 
ushment of those responsible 
•Jar the collapse of Kuwait's in- 

v^tments in Spain. 

1 ntA i.*- Warned mismanagement, 
I : ? ‘i. morality and official secrecy 
Z ■ tosses of more than $4 

~ ■-.* .'';'- : i^' |oo in" public money. 
. ; ;.;r;--^''Tbe theft of the century" said 
r, =*'»"' 1 '‘.’V'V opposition newspaper A1 

epi : -r «. ^Obas in a banner headline on its 
JCOfcpv,. ' c:r " ort that Grupo Toms S.A. is 
** ■'":>!.« for receivership to stop 

p . v . ‘ c ° 

--..-X { l 1 - 1 ;'.- — 

j>p - ■ . 


further losses. 

Grupo Torras is the Spanish 
unit of the London-based Kuwait 
Investment Office, the branch of* 
the government which manages 
a worldwide investment port- 
folio meant to sustain Kuwaitis 
when the country’s oil runs out. 

Abdul Jalil Al Gharabali, 
formerly a consultant to the Cen- 
tral Rank of Kuwait, described it 
as a tragedy. 

“The issue is not an economic 
one. it's a moral one. It began 
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when those who tampered with 
public money sold their conscien- 
ces.” he told Reuters. 

“Hie time has come to punish 
those who abused public money 
and to freeze their money until 
the judicial authorities have in- 
vestigated this tragedy.” he 
added. 

Jassem Al Saadoun, an inde- 
pendent consultant and economic 
adviser to parliament, said Grupo 
Torras’s problems were the “re- 
sult of choosing the wrong com- 
panies with the wrong manage- 
ment and of a premeditated in- 
tention on the part of decision- 
makers that this money would not 
be sacrosanct.” * 

“The secrecy which has sur- 
rounded these investments in the 
past was a big mistake.” he 
K added.” Secrecy in managing 
public funds is most unorthodox. 
The people must know.” 

In a debate on the investments 
in the Kuwaiti parliament last 
Tuesday, members demanded the 
government tell the troth about 
the Spanish and other foreign 
investments. 

Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdulla Al Rodhan gave a bland 
explanation of the government's 
attempt to sort the Spanish mess 
out but declined to give .any 
figures. 

Kuwaitis have been almost 
wholly dependent on the foreign 
press for details of the Grupo 
Torras debacle. 

Al Qabas editor Mohammad 
Jassem Al Saqr, in an editorial on 
the subject, said: “The thieves 
and the incompetent must be 
brought to book. There can be no 


hesitation or delay. The asto- 
nishing thing is that after all these 
losses, and in spire of the Spain 
scandal (and I am sure other 
scandals wilt come to light), our 
investment are still a secret.” 1 

The Kuwait Investment Office 
(KIO) Friday said its Grupo Tor- 
ras S.A. unit filed for receiv- 
ership after losses exceeding $4 
billion, but the Spanish govern- 
ment said it believed the KIO 
would not pull out of Spain. 

Mahmoud Al Noun, deputy 
chairman of the KIO’s 100 per 
cent owned Torres Industrial 
Holding Company, told a news 1 
conference that reports com- 
pleted by auditors and lawyers 
left no option. 

“The results of investigations 
have shown that the situation is 
much more critical than first 
thought and have forced us to 
change our plans in order to 
avoid more deterioration,” he 
said. 

The Spanish government, 
which tried to dissuade KIO from 
such a move, put a brave face on 
the outcome and said it trusted 
the Kuwaitis would continue in- 
vesting in Spain. 

Mr. Al Nouri had said earlier 
that Fi iday decision did not mean 
KIO was pulling out of Spain and 
that it will continue investing if 
good opportunities arise. He is a 
member of the new management 
brought in after a KIO shakeup in 
May, which led to the resignation 
of his predecessor. Javier de ia 
Rosa. 

The new management asked 
auditors KPMG Peat Marwick 
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and London solicitors Stephen- 
son Harwood to draw up reports 
on how Torras had been run. 
and these found the holding company 

had lost investments of more than 
S4 billion, Mr. Al Nouri said. 

John Fordham. partner \n 
Stephenson Harwood, told the 
news conference the Torras losses 
had been accumulated “mainly 
because of mismanagement on a 
massive scale.” 

He said $2 billion was lost in 
share transactions, another $700 
million in share support opera- 
tions and $600 million of short- 
term financing. Mr. De La Rosa 
denied this, saying there was no 
actual loss on the shares since 
they have not been sold. 

Mr. De La Rosa said the real 
reason Torras was filing for re- 
ceivership was to avoid having to 
make a public share offer for 
shares in Ercros S.A. and Prima 
Inmobiliaria S.A. as legally 
bound to, as a result of it having 
acquired more shares in these 
companies than it has declared. 

Torras says it holds 39 per cent 
of Ercros and 34 per cent of 
Prima and Mr. Al Nouri said KIO 
had pumped SI. 4 billion into the 
group since the the beginning of 
tire year. 

Asked if he foresaw difficulties 
in a company owned by the 
Kuwaiti stare tiling for receiv- 
ership, Mr. Al Nouri said “we 
took the decision not as the 
Kuwaiti government but Torras *s 
board.” 


Algeria sets investment, 
tax strategy for future 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria, bat- 
tling crippling debt and poverty, 
is laying the groundwork for an 
economic take-off from 1995 with 
plans to tax the rich, attract fore- 
ign investors and encourage small 
and medium businesses. 

In a broad outline of medium- 
term strategy, the government 
said that it aimed to “bring the 
country out of the profound and 
many-sided crisis into which it 
plunged over several years." 

It also pledged to maintain help 
to the 7.5 million poorest of its 26 
million people. 

The government gave no de- 
tails on the amount of new taxes 
but Prime Minister Belaid Abdul 
Setam has already warned that 
Algerians face three to five years 
of austerity before the economy 
will be turned around. 

“The principles of rigour in 
economic management, mobilis- 
ing the country's internal finan- 
cial and material resources, 
national solidarity and social jus- 
tice must guide the state's actions 
and that of its economic oper- 
ators and all citizens." the gov- 
ernment said in a statement. 

Algeria is crippled by foreign 
debt of about $25 billion and 
badly needs fresh investment. 

Officials also believe poverty 
and unemployment, officially 1.2 
million and rising by 200,000 a 
year, play a big part in driving 


young people into the Muslim 
fundamentalist movement. 

Under the government plan, 
national industry will be pro- 
tected and promoted, especially 
through fiscal and customs steps, 
to favour agriculture, craft indus- 
tries, small and medium industry 
and tourism. 

The government has already 
lifted producer prices and slashed 
interest rates on loans to farmers. 
Last month it banned a wide 
range of so-called "luxury" im- 
ports. 

The statement spoke of pur- 
suing the “financial deansing" of 
enterprises but made no direct 
mention of privatisation, one of 
the early targets in reforms 
started after riots in 1988 towards 
a multi-party system and free 
market liberal economy. 

“Foreign investment in various 
forms will be encouraged, com- 
plimented by an investment code 
now being drawn up.” it said. 

Last December Algeria opened 
existing oil and gas fields to fore- 
ign firms for the first time and 
changed another law to help 
avoid double-taxation. 

“The oil and gas side is now 
attracting a lot of interest and is 
the main bright hope at the mo- 
ment for this country,” one West- 
ern diplomat said recently. 

Some 23 foreign firms have 
signed countracts with the state 


Entry fee stirs dispute 
at environment fund talks 


ABIDJAN (R) — Developing 
nations campaigned Friday to end 
what they see as an excessive 
price for membership of the 
world's top agency for funding 
projects aimed at protecting the 
global environment. 

Delegates at the Global En- 
vironment Facility (GEF) meet- 
ing in Abidjan said a $4 million 
requirement for entry was keep- 
ing out several countries from the 
fund. 

"It is ridiculous. The World 
Bank had to lend money to some 
poor countries to join,” one dele- 
gate told Reuters. 

The membership issue has once 
more turned a major internation- 
al environment meeting into a 
clash between poor countries of 


the South and industrialised 
states of the North. 

North-South divisions came to 
a head at the Earth Summit in 
Rio last June which designated 
the GEF as the world’s main 
agency for funding ecological 
protection projects. 

More than 40 governments are 
attending the three-day Abidjan 
meeting of the GEF. which has 
been under the ambit of the 
World Bank since its creation two 
years ago. 

“It’s obvious that the indus- 
trialised countries don't want 
membership to be universal be- 
cause they can have better con- 
trol in a restricted forum,” one 
African delegate said. JV - 

Decisions at the GEF are now 


based on cosensus, a method 
Third World delegates say is un- 
democratic. 

“We are fighting for what is 
democratic. We don’t want one- 
do liar-one- vote but one-country- 
one- vote.” an Asian participant 
said. 

GEF Chairman Mohammad El 
Ashry rejected charges by Third 
World delegates and non- 
governmental organisations that 
the World Bank's control of en- 
vironment projects was further- 
ing the interests of industrial na- 
tions. 

“That is just a perception.” 
Mr. Ashry. a World Bank execu- 
tive. told Reuters. “Decisions ab- 
out projects are taken by partici- 
pating countries.” he added. 


Church slams Ramos for 
failing to house poor Filipinos 


MANILA (R) — The Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Manila, 
Cardinal Jaime Sin, slammed 
President Fidel Ramos' govern- 
ment Saturday for demolishing 
squatter shanties and failing to 
house thousands of poor Filipi- 
nos. 

Archbishop Sin said during a 
mass in Manila that the govern- 
ment had appropriated only one- 
fourth of one per cent of the 
329.3 billion pesos ($12.9 billion) 
in the national budget for hous- 
ing- 

“Houses of human beings con- 
tinue to be torn apart and their 
inhabitants left homeless on the 
streets,” Archbishop Sin said. 


“They have been carried out by 
untrained goons ... backed up 
often by unidentified members of 
the Philippine National Police.” 

“These demolitions weigh 
heavily on our Christian consci- 
ence. They impugn our very 
humanity," he declared. 

Archbishop sin said it was not 
enough that president Ramos, 
the first Protestant president of 
the predominantly Roman 
Catholic Philippines, planned to 
put up housing in an area where’ 
the smoken mountain garbage 
dump north of Manila used to be 
located. 

The cardinal called for the 
creation of a housing department 
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Deluxe Furnished Villa For Rent 

Three bedrooms, living room, dining room, salon, kitchen 
and store room. Central heating, garage and garden. 

Call: 711605, between 4 and 6 p.m. 


LEATHER 
Special Price on Christmas Gifts 

Gloves for men & women. Belts, wallets, purses, 
attache cases, handbags. Cigarette cases, leather 
jackets, keyholders and other items at reasonable 
prices. 

Jabal Amman, Rainbow St Telefax 650827 


to deal with the problem and 
urged the government to crack 
down on land speculation that 
was driving up the price of prime 
real estate in the capital. 

“Can we not find more political 
will to face our housing problem 
be an ugly type of class warfare, 
where shelter rights of the have- 
nots are pined perennially against 
the property rights of the haves?” 
Archbishop Sin asked. 

“While we have built spectacu- 
lar temples to worship capitalistic 
consumerism, flyovers to raise 
traffic problems to the heavens, 
and palaces to house the hollow 
rites of modem hedonism, we 
have generally been unable to 
achieve bener conditions of hous- 
ing for our poor,” he added. 

There is a severe shortage of 
housing in the sprawling city of 
eight million. Tens of thousands 
of people squat on land where 
they do not have access to pot- 
able water or power supplies. 

Anempts to expel them often 
result in dashes between police 
and people defending their 
homes. , 


LOST PASSPORT 

I, Sanab Ollah Iftumiah from 
Bangladesh announce that 
I lost my passport issued in 
Filet in Bangladesh number 
(F-590508) dated 
27.10.1987. 

If found, please hand to 
the nearest police sta- 
tion or contact tel.: 
755531, Amman 


energy company Sonatrach and 
Energy Minister Hacene Mefti 
said last month Algeria was nego- 
tiating investment of nearly $4 
billion with foreigners. Eight con- 
tracts were at an advanced stage. 

The government said it would 
introduce a national “solidarity" 
levy for three years. It said a tax 
on the rich would be “based on 
the net value of external signs of 
wealth, excluding elements which, 
form the tools of production or 
are needed for work." 

“It will not lead to any inquiry 
inside people's homes.” it 
pointed 'out. 

The government pledged to 
continue subsidising some basic 
essentials and help the poorest 
among its 26 million people. 

Early this year the government 
ended subsidies on some 20 basic 
essentials, putting in their place a 
welfare net but maintaining a 
.limited range of subsidies. 

Ending the subsidies was one 
condition of a standby credit 
accord with the International 
Monetary Fund in June 1991. 

Subsidies in 1991 cost the state 
52.6 billion dinars ($2.4 billion) 
while direct welfare payments are 
budgeted this year to cost 24.2 
billion dinars ($1.1 billion). 

The draft of a national plan for 
1993 is to be examined during this 
month before going to the collec- 
tive presidency. 

Al Ahram 
says IMF 
has not 
helped 

Egypt 

enough 

CAIRO ( R) — The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has not 
helped Egypt enough with econo- 
mic reforms and wants far too 
drastic a cut in public spending, a 
semi-official Egyptian newspaper 
said Friday. 

The editorial commentary in 
Al Ahram newspaper, which 
often reflects government think- 
ing, was Egypt’s first public critic- 
ism of the IMF since starting an 
economic reform programme last 
year. It marked rising tension 
over progress of the reforms. . 

The two sides agreed in 
Washington last week to extend 
the deadline for a first stage of 
the reforms by three months to 
avoid an IMF review of the re- 
forms that Western economists 
said was almost certain to be 
unfavourable. 

Editor Ibrahim Nafie wrote an 
October earthquake had cost 
Egypt at least four billion Egyp- 
tian pounds ($1.3 billion), mak- 
ing it impossible to match IMF 
targets for cutting the budget 
deficit to three per cent in die 
second stage of reforms. 

Under the headline “this, or 
utter ruin” he said Egypt must be 
helped to boost productivity to 
avoid being swamped by goods 
from advanced nations trying to 
keep developing countries econo- 
mically dependent on rhem. 

“The first part of the reform 
programme had two parts, the 
first part was financial and monet- 
ary measures which we carried 
out with great success. The 
second part was development and 
here the IMF and the World 
Bank did not help us enough," he 
said. “The IMF and World Bank 
must help us with large amounts 
of aid to have impact. 

Structural reform of the huge 
public sector — which involves 
privatisation and politically sens- 
tive lay-offs — is the key bone of 
contention. 

Egypt has said it is committed 
to the reforms but must go at its 
own pace to avoid social upheav- 
als. The IMF and Western donors 
have fretted at delays in the 
reforms. 

The World Bank and Western 
donours have committed about 
$600 million to a social fund 
which was set up to handle the 
social damage of economic re- 
forms. But the fond has been 
clogged by administrative prob- 
lems and little money has been 
paid out. 


A Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Modem building located in a prime, very quiet area in Dahiat 
Al Rashid. Privacy is assured as it is a ground floor apt. with 
private entrance, garden & parking. Consists of 2 bedrooms. 2 
bathrooms, kitchen, dining room, a living room & central heating. 
Monthly rent required JD375.' (Minimum one year) 

Tel. 671881 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Located in Al Rabia on the second floor of a two storey villa. Its 
270 sq. metres consists of three bedrooms, one maid's room, 
three bathrooms, 2 salons, one sitting room, one dining room, a 
kitchen with American cupboards, and Italian marble floors. 
Suitable tor diplomatic missions. 

For more details, contact 666591 


Ladies black Russian bear jacket (genuine leather) 
stamped. “Medium size 1 ' brand new. 

For special ladies whom interested, please call us at 
tel. #681472, Bsisso and El Qadi Co. 

The price sought is JD 700 


TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE 


Please/ JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Call/ Tel: 829882/829883 
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rb fighters overrun part ©f 
rajevo suburb in big assault 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — In 
their heaviest armoured assault 
yet, Serbs overran and destroyed 
parts of Otes, a Sarajevo suburb, 
Friday. 

Fearing a massacre, a top Bos- 
nian commander pleaded for 
U.N. help to evacuate the area’s 
5,000 civilians. 

As fighting raged nearby, two 
U.N. convoys reached Sarajevo 
3ut a humanitarian airlift was 
•uspended for a fourth day and 
*ould not resume before Sunday 
it the earliest. 

The weeklong assault on Otes, 
lortbwest of downtown, was de- 
signed to bring the Serbs closer to 
Sarajevo's industrial district and 
be road leading to its airport. 

“Otes as it was a week ago 
loesn’t exist any more. It's been 
fattened." said Gen. Mustafa 
-iajruta^iovic, commander of 
government forces in Sarajevo, 
-peaking by telephone from army 
headquarters . 

Gen. Hajrulahovic said Serb 
anks were moving into Otes and 
his defenders had run out of 
inti -rank ammunition. 

“I appeal not because of the 
ives of my soldiers but because of 
he potential massacre of civilians 
- children and women who have 
io shelter any more,” Gen. Ha- 
rulahovic said, adding that many 
-iviiians were taking refuge in 
>ouses without basements. 

Despite the Serb offensive, 
Josnian army headquarters said 
ovemment forces managed to 
mnch a corridor through Otes 
nd were overseeing the evacua- 
ion of civilians and wounded 
oldiers. 

Sixty wounded people, civilians 


and soldiers, were evacuated to* 
Kosevo Hospital in downtown 
Sarajevo, where two died, hospit- 
al officials said. Many were in 
critical condition, wounded by 
shrapnel or pieces of falling build- 
ings. 

A soldier of the Muslim-led 
government who brought the 
wounded to the . hospital said 
Otes’ defenders had been ham- 
pered in the last three days by 
intense Serb shelling: 

“Europe and the wo rid are 
forcing us into jihad (holy war)." 
said the soldier, who would not 
give his name. 'They are sending 
us lunch packets when they 
should be sending us ammuni- 
tion.” 

Countries are donating relief 
supplies to Bosnia but are barred 
from sending weapons because of 
a U.N. arms embargo on all of 
former Yugoslavia. 

Gen. Hajrulahovic said the 
Serb forces were backed by about 
40 tanks, armoured personnel 
carriers and self-propelled anti- 
aircraft artillery. 

“Europe and tbe rest of the 
world will be responsible, for 
being passive in this situation," 
he said. “Please do something.” 

Bosnian army headquarters 
said late Friday that U.N. 
peacekeepers had offered to help 
the evacuation Saturday morn- 
ing. But Maj. Juan Villalon, a 
U.N. spokesman, said he was 
unaware of an official request for 
help. 

More than 17,000 people have 
died, 110,000 are reported mis- 
sing and at least one million have 
been forced from their homes in 
Bosnia's war. 


The commander of U.N. 
peacekeepers in Sarajevo said 
Saturday - that peacekeeping 
efforts had collapsed. Distraught 
over recent fighting, he urged the 
international community to set a 
one-month deadline, then inter- 
vene militarily. 

“All these efforts we have 
made to save lives have complete- 
ly failed,” said Gen. ?I Abdul 
Razek. “The voice of guns is still 
louder than any peaceful efforts.” 

Gen. Abdul Razek speaking on 
his own behalf and not that of the 
United Nations, said the one- 
month deadline for fighting to 
stop in Bosnia should be accomr 
panied by a threat to “intervene 
by force... any try those responsi- 
ble for this war.” 

As the general addressed re- 
porters at U.N. Headquarters in 
Sarajevo, intense fighting raged 
less than two kilometres away in 
the suburb of Otes. 

Gen. Abdul Razek, an Egyp- 
tian. said the United Nations 
could not agree to a Bosnian 
request to help evacuate the 
6,000 civilians in Otes. 

“I can’t push my people my 
equipment into the fighting,” he 
said. 

Britain's Lord Owen, a key 
player in efforts to bring peace to 
former Yugoslavia, warned 
NATO Friday that war could 
soon spread in the Balkans and 
that the West had to decide 
where to draw the line. 

A NATO spokesman said Lord 
Owen, co-chairman of the Gene- 
va peace conference, told a res- 
tricted meeting of ambassadors 
from the 16 alliance nations that 


the situation was “grave and som- 
bre.” 

The spokesman declined farth- 
er comment but other sources, 
who asked not to be identified, 
told Reuters Lord Owen had 
warned that war could soon 
spread to other parts of the Bal- 
kans. 

- “His message was that NATO 
and the West had better be ready 
to deal with the consequences." 
said one source. “He painted a 
number of possible scenar- 
ios. ..and said the West would 
have to decide where to draw the 
line," said another source. 

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) has played 
no direct role in tiying to resolve 
the conflict, although two alliance 
members — Greece and Italy — 
share borders with what used to 
be Yugoslavia. 

Greece strongly warned its 
Western allies Friday against 
military intervention in tbe Bal- 
kans, saying there was no dear 
objective to be achieve d. 

“Some vague notion uf impos- 
ing peace isn't enough and can't 
justify military action." Defence 
Minister loannis Varvitsiotis said. 
“How can you intervene without 
a military target?” 1 

He told an economic confer- 
ence he had sent that message to 
Greece's allies and most agreed 
military operations would not be 
effective. But he added that poli- 
tical considerations could lead 
Western governments to go 
ahead anyway. 

“In that case I believe it would 
be wise to exclude Balkan coun- 
tries, including Turkey, from die 
military operations,” he said. 


rail to break 
tisroagli Tajik 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — 
3uns fell silent in the Tajik capit- 
il Dushanbe Saturday after ex- 
communist rebels failed to break 
hremgb Islamic fighters' defence 
•ositions in a day of gunbattles, a 
Russian army commander said. 
The senior officer of 
)ushanUe's 201st Motor Rifle Di- 
ision, a former Soviet army unit 
iow guarding key Tajik installa- 
ions under Russian command, 
aid Friday’s dashes remained 
ngely localised in the southern 

• nd western suburbs of the dty. 

The officer, speaking to repor- 
-rs in the besieged dty on condi- 
ion of anonymity, had no casual- 
Y figures. Russian television re- 

* orted 60 dead in the clashes, a 
igure not confirmed indepen- 
lently. 

It was not clear whether the 
x-Communist rebels were fight- 
ig to open the way militarily for 
new government stuck in their 
orthem power base of Khojand. 
Tie government cannot move 
own to die capita] until a cease- 
ire takes bold. 

The new government is domin- 
ted by Soviet-era politidans. 
"bey are staunchly opposed to 
he Islamic forces who ruled Ta- 
ikistan for 10 weeks in a coalition 
/ith democrats after unseating 
x-Communist President Rakh- 
ton Nabiyev in September. 

The crack of maebinegun fire 
nd bursts of rocket-propelled 
renades echoed through the sub- 
rbs Friday night. 

Local journalists said a little 
iri was lolled in shelling in south- 
m Dushanbe when a six-storey 
•uilding came under fire. 

Tbe Russian officer said gun- 
icn from tbe western town of 
jissar loyal to Communist-era 
'arliament Speaker Safarali Ken- 
ayev met stiff resistance from 
Jamie guerrillas holed up in a 
opsque with a few tanks and 
. jmoured vehicles in the south of 
be capita]. 

Local journalists contacted by 
elephone from the Uzbek capital 
Tashkent said parts of southern 
Dushanbe wens briefly seized by 
’-x-Communist warriors who 
oamed the streets wearing red 
ibbons on their arms. 

- But the officer said the south 
emained in control of the Islamic 
ighters. The bloody power strug- 
;le that has cost hundreds of lives 
•n this poor Central Asian state in 
he past three months. 

He said one person was killed 
jid three others captured when 
Russian troops replied to fire 
•petted on them by unidentified 
;unmen who briefly seized a wa- 
er heating station in the outskirts 
»f the city Friday night. 

“Despite all provocations we 
rill remain neutral in the con- 
lict,” he said, refusing to give 
urther details. 

Friday’s fighting was tbe worst 
ince a failed Oct. 24 attack by 
■■x-Communist rebels who 
termed the capital and seized 
as y government buildings with 
efatfve ease, bringing home the 
ragita'ty of Dushanbe's defences. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yugoslavs survive attack In Germany 

BONN (R) — Unknown assailants set fire to a hostel for 
Yugoslav refugees Saturday in the latest arson attack in months of 
racist violence in Germany. Police said 39 Yugoslav men, women 
and children were evacuated without injuries after being roused 
by flames and smoke from an empty apartment in the hostel in the 
northwestern town of Westerkappeln. Police had no leads on the 
arsonists but assumed they were racist extremists. An investigator 
from a special task force on rigbt-wing violence told reporters it 
was believed to be arson because police had found a plastic 
cannister with the dregs of some flammable liquid, possible 
petrol. The Yugoslavs, evacuated to other housing until the hostel 
is repaired, were among hundreds of foreign victims of firebomb 
and other arson attacks by right-wing and neo-Nazi gangs in the 
past year. 

Democrat wins last U.S. Senate seat 

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — Democratic Sen. Rent Conrad 
succeeded in his unorthodox bid to switch Senate seats, winning a 
rare Friday special election held to fill the seat held by the late 
Sen. Quentin Burdick. With 29 per cent of North Dakota's 
precincts reporting early Friday night, unofficial totals showed 
Sen. Conrad with 22,153 votes, or 63 per cent, to 11 ,922 votes, or 
34 per cent, for Republican opponent Jack Daliymple. Darold 
Lareoty, an anti-abortion candidate running as an independent, 
attracted 1,042 votes, or 3 percent. Sen. Conrad, who declined a 
reelection race for his own seat to keep a campaign promise, will 
now serve the two years left on Sen. Burdick’s term. Sen. Burdick 
died on Sept. 8 at age 84 after a 32-year Senate career. 

U.S. should reward Hanoi on MIAs 

WASHINGTON (R) — A special envoy to Vietnam said Friday 
that America's former foe should be rewarded for expanded help 
in resolving the fate of U.S. troops missing from the war, but’ 
stopped short of recommending lifting a decades-old embargo. 
Retired U.S. Army General John Vessey said Washington should 
reciprocate for recently granted access to war-time archieves in 
order to keep Hanoi engaged in the process. “We've laid out a 
roadmap which indicates there will be corresponding movement 
on each side,” be said. "I think now is tbe time for an 
appropriate step." Geri. Vessey, initially named special envoy to 
Hanoi on the issue by President Ronald Reagan in 1987, did not 
specify what step he thought was fitting, but said: “I don't believe 
that now is the time to immediately announce normalisation (of 
relations), or necessarily (a) lifting of the embargo." 

Bhutto asks crowds to back her march 

KASUR, Pakistan (R) — Former Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto called on crowds of delighted supporters Saturday 
to back her “long march" and accused Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif of compromising the country's nuclear programme. “If you 
want to end exploitation, you should support our long march," 
tbe opposition leader told several thousand cheering supporters in 
this ancient Moghul town. “This is a movement for change." On 
the last day of her three-day journey through Pakistan’s agricultu- 
ral heartland to the Punjab province capital of Lahore, Ms. 
Bhutto led a cavalcade of nearly 100 vehicles from the town of 
Di pal pur. Her procession sped across dusty plains preceded by a 
armed police escort. 

London searched Clinton files — paper 

WASHINGTON (R) — The British government conducted its 
own search in October through confidential files in London for 
material on then-U.S. presidential candidate Bill Clinton, accord- 
ing to a British government official quoted Saturday. As the U.S. 
State Department was searching Mr. Clinton's passport files, the 
British Home Office was examining immigration and naturalisation 
documents to determine if Mr. Cinton had sought British 
citizenship to avoid being drafted for the Vietnam War, tbe 
official was quoted as saying in Saturday’s Washington Post. “A 
search was made it was comprehensive,” Graham Blakeway, 
head of the news division of the home office, told the newspaper. 
He said no material on Mr. Cinton was found. 

China sells new missiles to Pakistan 

LOS ANGELES (R) — U.S. intelligence officials have gathered 
evidence that China recently exported to Pakistan dangerous new 
missiles that it promised the George Bush administration it would 
not sell, the Los Angeles Times said Friday. The newspaper cited 
intelligence sources as saying that up to two dozen Chinese M-ll 
missies, capable of carrying nuclear warheads, had arrived in 
Pakistan within the past two weeks. The missiles were said to have 
been photographed as they passed through the Pakistani port of 
Karachi, the Los Angeles Times reported. A U.S. intelligence 
assessment earlier this year is reported to have concluded that 
Pakistan had enough material to make up to 10 nuclear weapons. 
The newspaper said a CIA spokesman, as well as officials at the 
Chinese and Pakistani embassies in Washington, declined to 
comment. 


Rebels 

withdraw 

from 

2 Angolan 
cities 


LUANDA (R) — UNITA rebels 
have essentially withdrawn from 
two key northern Angolan cities 
occupied earlier this week but are 
advancing towards the central 
coastal dty of Benguela. a state- 
run newspaper said Saturday. 

Jornal De Angola quoted un- 
named sources as saying pre- 
liminary Information obtained by 
U.N. peace monitors who flew up 
to uige and tbe nearby air base at 
Negage Friday indicated only a 
small UNITA presence in the two 
cities. 

Negage, northern Angola's 
most important air base, was like 
a ghost town and had suffered 
great destruction, the newspaper 
said. 

Uige, a capital of the province 
of the same name, some 300 
kilometres northeast of Luanda, 
suffered less severe damage and 
there were still people living in 
the two, it said. 

Unconfirmed reports put the 
death toll at 600 during fierce 
battles last Sunday and Monday. 

There was no immediate offi- 
cial comment from the United 
Nations, which has been over- 
seeing May 1991 peace accords 
which ended 16 years of civil war. 

UNITA (National Union for 
the Total Independence of Ango- 
la) has occupied some 75 per cent 
of the country, in violation of the 
accords, since disputing the results 
of elections held in late Septem- 
ber. 

Jornal De Angola said police 
were carefully watching the 
movements of UNIT A forces 
advancing on foot for the past 
three days from Caimbambo, 
southeast of Benguela. 


200,000 arrive at Indian holy city 


AYODHYA, India (R) — Lead- 
ers of a Hindu campaign to build 
a temple where a mosque now. 
stands in north India want to 
avoid a clash with authorities but 
may be unable to control tbe 
crowds they have mobilised, offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

At least 200,000 Hindus have 
already arrived in the Hindu pil- 
grimage town of Ayodhya, site of 
a disputed shrine claimed by both 
Hindus and Muslims, said Dis- 
trict Magistrate Ravindra Nath 
Shrivastav, the senior official in 
the area. 

He said they are emotionally 
ready to resume building Sunday 
a temple to the revered God- King 
Rama at the place where they 
believe he was born some 5,000 
years ago. 

But the campaign sponsors, the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP or 
World Hindu Council), face a 
dilemma of seeking to obey a 
Supreme Court order banning 
construction while keeping their 
followers appeased. 

Previous VHP attempts to take 
over the shrine have resulted in 
widespread religious strife and 
have contributed, at least partly, 
to the downfall of two national 
governments. 

Hindu revivalists say the fust 
Moghul Emperor Babur tore 
down a temple at Rama’s birth- 
place in 1528 and erected a mos- 
que in its place. Muslims say 
there is no proof to the Hindu 
claims. 

“The VHP wants to disobey 
the Supreme Court order in spirit 
but not in letter,” said another 
state government official. 

He said the VHP did not want 
to rush into a confrontation but 
would prefer to wait until Dec. 




Hindu devotees shout slogans upon their arrival st the Ayodhya 
railway Station where Hindus .have gathered answering a cafi to 
participate in the building of a temple to Lord Rama oa the site 
occupied by a Musfim shrine (AFP photo). 

to control tbe crowds without 
losing face. 

On Friday, a senior minister in 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 


11, when a state high court will 
decide who owns the land around 
the shrine and thus could clear 
the legal obstacles to construc- 
tion. 

VHP leaders say tbeir follow- 
ers already in Ayodhya were 
reaching unmanageable propor- 
tions and said hundreds of 
thousands of other volunteers 
preparing to make the journey to 
the town had been asked to stay 
put for the moment. 

“They were expecting only for- 
ty to fifty thousand to respond,” 
said the state government official. 
“Now they are looking for ways 


Rao's cabinet said he feared the 
revivalists in Ayodhyjt would tear 
down the mosque and spark reli- 
gious riots between Hindus and 
Muslims. 

The minister, who spoke on 
condition he not be identified 
said religious strife would benefit 
the right-wing Bharatiya Janata 
Party, the main national par- 
liamentary opposition which also 
governs Uttar Pradesh state, 
where Ayodhya is located. 


Kozyrev seeks to reassure West 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev said 
that there was no danger of his 
country returning to the hostility 
of the cold war. 

“I want to assure you that tbe 
position of our government is 
stable enough, our determination ' 
is strong enough not to allow a 
revanchist reversal of our course 
in international affairs," he said 
in a speech at the Moscow Inter- 
national Press Gub. 

“(You) need not worry that 
tomorrow or the day after, or 
even later. Russia will go back to 
its old ways of confrontation 
...will turn its back on reform,” 
he said. 

The speech coincided with a 
renewed attack on President 
Boris Yeltsin’s reformist govern- 
ment in the Congress of People’s 
Deputies, Russia's supreme 
legislature. 

Mr. Kozyrev himself is one of 
the main targets of hardline 
nationalists and ex-Communist 
deputies who accuse him of sell- 
ing out the nation to the West. 

He said Russia and the other 
former Soviet bloc countries had 
opted for democracy. Russia re- 
mained the cultural and economic 
locomotive of these countries, 
but rejected any return to the role 
of “big brother." 


"Today we see an attempt — 
and I think it really is one of the 
last ones which is why it is so 
fierce — from the extremist 
opposition and the forces of so- 
cial revanchism to impose a re- 
turn to where there is no road,” 
Mr. Kozyrev said. 

Mr. Kozyrev said Friday the 
West should help Russia find a 
niche in the world arms market as 
it had stopped selling weapons to 
titrable spots. 

“Our Western friends and 
allies should have a properly 
targeted policy/’ he said, press- 
ing for talks on the subject. 

■ “That will be the best way to 
support Russia’s democrats poli- 
tically, morally and above all 
practically in the hard times they 
are experiencing,” he said. 

With the end of the cold war, 
tbe Russian government has 
made converting some of its vast 
weapons manufacturing complex 
to civilian use one of the main 
planks of its industrial policy. 

But the militaiy complex re- 
mains the dominant sector of the 
economy and arms are second 
only to oil as an export earner. 

Acting Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar said earlier this week that 
Russia had signed contracts 
worth SI billion with China, $650 


million with India and $600 mil- 
lion with Iran. 

Some Western governments 
are concerned that the Kremlin's 
desperate need for foreign cur- 
rency wil] push it to sell Weapons 
where they would inflame local 
conflicts. 

Japanese Prime Minister Kfichi 
Miyazawa expressed fears over 
this to a parliamentary committee 
m Tokyo Friday. 

Mr. Kozyrev, one of the be- 
leaguered government’s leading 
liberals, reiterated assurances 
that Russia would act responsibly 
and defended arms sales to 
China. 

“There is no reason today to 
think of China’s policy as one of 
destabilisation,” he said in 
answer to a question. 

He said there was no reason 
not to sell arms to Iran, But that 
these sales must be finely ba- 
lanced. 

“We should have the highest 
degree of caution in supplying 
aims to unstable areas, especially 
around our borders,” he said. 

“But a place for us must be 
found in the new markets, to 
those states which conduct stable 
policies, which are no threat in 
their regions and have legitimate 
interests and the means to buy 
weapons.” 


Clinton chooses Bentsen for treasury 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President-Elect Bill Clinton has 
chosen Senator Lloyd Bentsen, 
chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, to be U.S. treasury 
secretary, the Washington Post 
reported in its Sunday editions. 

Sen. Bentsen, an influential 
senator and the 1988 Democratic 
vice presidential nominee, was 
informed of Mr. Clinton’s deci- 
sion Thursday although Che sena- 
tor has not yet been formally 
offered tbe post, the newspaper 
said citing unidentified sources. 

The source said a formal offer 
to Sen. Bentsen may not come 
until Mr. Clinton, due to take 
office on Jan. 20, has decided on 


the rest of his economic team. 

New York investment banker 
Roger Altman is Mr. Clinton's 
choice for deputy treasury secret- 
ary, the Post reported. 

Mr. Clinton is expected to 
make tbe announcements 
Wednesday, the Post said. 

Mr. Clinton oould start revers- 
ing Republican policies and mak- 
ing good on bis campaign prom- 
ises as edHy as inauguration day. 

Transition lawyers are prepar- 
ing a stack of executive orders 
that will be waiting for Mr. Gin- 
ton when he's sworn in on Jan. 
20 . 

Mr. Ginton already has said he 
wants to cancel executive orders 


that ban gays in the military, 
research using fetal tissue, and 
abortion counseling at federally 
funded birth control clinics. 

Another order would stop the 
automatic return of Haitian re- 
fugees to tbeir homeland. 

Transition teams also are draft- 
ing orders that would cut the 
federal bureaucracy, limit perks 
of executive employees and con- 
vert some cars in the federal fleet 
to natural gas. 

During the presidential cam- 
paign, Mr. Ginton pledged to 
reduce federal employment by 
100,000 and require agencies to 
reduce administrative costs by 3 
per cent annually. 


Jane’s: U.S. Air Force operating secret spy plane 


LONDON (AP) — The U S. Air 
Force is operating a new genera- 
tion of secret spy planes capable 
of reaching eight times the speed 
of sound, Jane’s Defence Weekly 
said. 

In a report, prepared for next 
week's issue, the military affairs 
magazine said the triangular 
shaped planes have been in ser- 
vice since 1989. 

“We’ve been working on this 
report for about three years,” 
Jane's editor, Paul Beaver, said 
in a telephone interview. “The 
evidence has grown overwhelm- 
ing — all we need now is a 
photograph to prove that it ex- 
ists.” 

Mr. Beaver quoted the report 
as saying that tbe SI billion plane, 
dubbed Aurora, could reach 
cruising speeds of up to mach-8 or . 
5,280 mph (8,440 kph) and more 
than 2 Vi times the official world 
record. 

The defence establishment 
continues to deny the existence of 
Aurora, he said. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from Pentagon officials in 
Washington. 


The Pentagon announced in 
1990 that it was retiring its super- 
sonic spy plane, the SR-71 
Blackbird, and would rely for its 
future high-altitude surveillance 
on orbiting satellites. 

But Jane’s technical editor, BifI 
Sweetman, who compiled the 
article, reported that the so- 
called “hypersonic” Aurora oper- 
ates mainly at night and incorpo- 
rates the latest radar evading 
“stealth" technology. 

Mr. Sweetman, an expert in 
high-technology aircraft, main- 
tained the Pentagon story was a 
smokescreen. 

Mr. Beaver said Mr. Sweetman 
reported extensively on tbe U.S. 
Air Force’s Stealth fighter and 
bomber programmes before they 
were made public and has written 
a book on the development of 
Stealth technology. 

A mach-8 plane would be able 
to reach any point on the g Jobe 
in less than three hours'. 

Such a plane, fueled by liquid 
methane, would be of potentially 
greater use than high-resolution 
images from orbiting satellites 
that can take 24 hours to arrive 


over the subject, the report said. 

Mr. Sweetman based his con- 
clusions on pieced together data, 
said Mr. Beaver, including 
strange sounds reported above air 
bases in Nevada and California, 
multibtllion-dollar spending on 
classified research projects and 
the sighting over tbe North Sea of 
a wedge shaped aircraft under 
fighter-bomber escort. 

Chris Gibson, 30, a trained 
aircraft observer, told Jane’s that 
while working as an oil-drilling 
engineer in the North Sea in 1989 
he saw a bizarre wedge-shaped 
plane flying between two conven- 
tional F-11I fighter-bombers and 
a KC-135 tanker. 

Mr. Sweetman believes this 
was the first sighting of Aurora. 

Mr. Beaver said the sighting 
can be linked to mysterious 
sounds heard by aerospace pro- 
fessionals near military airfields 
in California and Nevada that are 
characterised as “low frequency, 
high-amplitude pulsing." 

Mr. Sweetman said in his arti- 
cle that he believes the U.S. 
aerospace giant Lockheed, which 
produced tbe F-117 Stealth fight- 


er, is the most likely manufactur- 
er of Aurora. 

“Lockheed's financial figures 
. have indicated a continuing, large 
flow of income for ‘classified’ and 
'special mission’ aircraft,” he 
wrote. 

The Lockheed Advanced De- 
velopment Co. developed the 
previous generations of U-2 and 
SR-71 Blackbird spy planes. Both 
designs -flew high-altitude: spy 

missions undetected for years in 

gie U-2’s case until Francis Gary 
Powers was shot down over Rus- 
sia and captured in 1960. 

Though the report places Au- 
rora s first flights in 1939. Mr. 
Beaver said he considered it un- 
likely that the plane was used 
during the Gulf war. 

"America would probably not 
twejte latest technology in a war 
that tod not dfreedy threaten its. 
security, said Mr. Beaver. “It is 
probably right now monitoring 
the worlds trouble spots and 
looking at developments in Rus- 
sia and China.” 

Mr. Beaver said he believed 

rj* S™** based ® remote areas 
ofthe Nevada Desert and in 
northern Scotland. 


Princess StepK^ 


MONTE CARLO (R)-i 
co’s Princess Stephanie ' 
hospital and gone home 
week-old sou Louis; sdtntr 
to her said. Princess Sttt 
27, slipped away TInixsdaj 
mg, managing to evadc a p 
reporters and photogn 
waiting outside the pi 
Grace Hospital. She wehte 
to the new villa she has & 
near Monaco’s royal palaa 
cess Stephanie fives with 
nor married to the father 
child, former royal hod 
Daniel Ducrnet. Her" 
Prince Rainier is reported 
approve of the match: i 


Don’t wear blue 1 
jeans, Clintoivtor 

PALM BEACH (Ro- 
dent-Elect Bill Qinton - .> 
realise that wearing Wue* 1 
and open shirts is just he 
idential, according to top i 
designer Oscar De La Ret> 
Mr. Ginton prepares to taL 
the White Honse, Mi.v 
Renta has some stylish adv. 
the Arkansas gqvemoir.'E 
sake of the nation, he says: 
“dress as if yon were gotr 
ping-pong party when, ys . 
meeting with a head of-’ 
Mr. De La Renta raid the 
certain dignity that goosw 
job of president, addit. 
would hope that Mrs..^ 
would take that into cor 
tion” as well. ‘V, 

Degas painting^, 
among 20 stolen 
in Italy 

FERRARA, Italy (R) - 

ly paintings worth $7 « 
including two by French^ 
Edgar Degas, were stolen . 
modern art museum 
northern Italy, police said.' 
said tbe museum’s alarm- ' 
failed and the theft wai 
vered Friday rooming wh" 
ployees arrived for worfc-J 
gators said they befie$ 
burglary was carried out4 - 
fessional art thieves becai 
paintings bad been remove 
their frames and graded otf- - 
museum s windows with. 
Some of the empty frame - 
left hanging on the walls. % 
stolen Degas paintings wb 
trait Of Boldini and Porti 
Bokfini Standing Witfr A 

Love letters of 
British war heroe^ 
to be auctioned 

LONDON (R) — Love le# 
British 19th century warj; 
Admiral Horatio Nelsonii 
Duke of Wellington are eq 
to fetch up to £25,000 (53 1 
when they are auctioned lat ~ 
month, Sotheby's said-. 1% ' 
first letter to his lover, 
Hamilton, tbe wife of aj 
diplomat, and another Writ; 
Wellington the day after 6 
fated French Emperor N$p : 
Bonaparte at the Battieot? 
loo in 1815 will go unde 
hammer on Dec. 14, th&fU - 
bouse added. “As soon ail - 
fought the French fleet, Isfc' 
myself the honour of payk?v 
respects to your ladyship Jar - 
pies,” Nelson, who vanqn 
the French at the Battle ofT- . 
gar in 1805, wrote. Lady H 
ton responded: “God bless . 
and send you victorious., J 
have a fever with anxiety^ ., 
items are part of tho le 
Young collection of books 
manuscripts. Other ran ti&. 
chide a letter from 
lotte Bronte offering 
her novel Jane Eyre 
working draft of a ’stoitti 
novelist Charles Dickens. . > . 
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Tennessee govern ^ 
catches Texas ^ 
governor’s eye 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) ± < 
Ann Richards says she has se 4 
man who really caugbt her.' .-- 
The lucky guy mentioned* 
fund-raiser tins week is an q? 
state chief, Tennessee GovJ > 
McWherter. “He's just oneof •• 
greatest looking men you’re"* v 
seen, and he isn’t marriedi l* ^ 
you to know. And I’ve trfzn* ; 
of that,” said Gov. Richard^ . - 
who has been divorced for seY? , ^ 

years. Gov. Richards and.®'- . 
McWherter attended the ft 

raiser Wednesday, according *- 
Margaret Justus, deputy-.!® 
secretary for Giov. 
two governors had met 
national conferences^."!^ 
McWherter, a 62 -ye 
widower, stayed -at the-ev 
then went on a hunting 
Texas, Ms. Justus sakL 3“ 
Governor Ann Ridiairis?i%?t 
only good looking, 
capable, but a pretty ggffi jg 
herself,” said Gov. 
who killed two jave&as 
30.06 rotmd. Javelinas are “ 
boars. , 
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